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I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I a d e Transfer Seniors 
May Face Graduation Problems 

South Dade High School w a s 
awa i t ing today the r e t u r n of 
parent - signed transfer s l i p s 
to f ind out jus t how m a n y of 
i t s 130 enrolled black studnets 
wil l__actually switch to another 
school because of the c u r rent 
Confederate symbol controver
s y . 

Meanwhi le , there were indi 
cations that some seniors 1 n 
the group w i l l face graduation 
credit problems i f they m a k e 
the shi ft . 

South d istr i c t office superv i -
• sor Miss E l i z a b e t h G i lkey poin

ted out the problem this morn
ing. M o s t of the ' students 
who 've indicated they want to 

t rans fer have asked to attend 
M a y s High School, wh i ch does 
not offer some of the courses 
avai lab le a t South Dade . 

"One senior, for example , is 
taking F r e n c h at South Dade — 
and this i sn ' t offered at M a y s , " 
M i s s Gi lkey sa id . " T h r e e oth
ers are enrolled i n South 
Dade ' s vocat ional office educa
tion course, and that i sn ' t a v a i l 
able at M a y ' s either. 

" T h a s e .students have b e e n 
warned of th.^ credit difficulties 
t h e y ' l l get into i f they t r a n s 
f e r , " she added, " a n d urged to 
think very seriously before t a 
k ing the s tep . " 

Ninety-one of the 130 b I a c k 
students a t South Dade report 
ed to. M a y s H i ^ T h u r s d a y a f t 

er the school board voted t o 
permi t the t rans fers unti l t h e 
R e b e l symbo l controversy i s 
settled. 

" T h e day before, indications 
were that three wanted to 
t rans fer to K i l l i a n High , but 
two of those three were at 
M a y s y e s t e r d a y , " M i s s G i l k e y 
sa id . 

T h e students who showed up 
at M a y s yesterday were g iven 
letters to take home for par 
ents to sign approving t h e i r 
chi ldren 's t rans fer . T h e s ign
ed letters were supposed to, be 
taken to South Dade High to
day so that w i t h d r a w a l could be 
a r r a n g e d , book.-; turned in a n d 
l ockers c l e a n e d mU 

Since today i s a teachers 
w o r k day, a l l Dade County 
school students are on holiday 
except for seniors who a r e 
tak ing state-wide tests. F o r 
this reason it probably won't be 
known unt i l Monday how m a n y 
students actual ly w i l l t rans fer , 
s a i d Miss G i l k e y . 

Of the 130 b lack students en
rol led at Stouth Dade, only 14 
attended that school T h u r s d a y 
— a drop of four f rom the d a y 
before. Miss G i l k e y s a i d she 
didn't know how m a n y of the 
14 are seniors. With 91 a t M a y s 
and 14 at South Dade , there r e 
mained 25 b lack students who 
sta.yed out of school a l tHise ther 
yes terday . ) 

T h e group whi ch went t o 
M a y s yesterday included 15 
seniors, she added. 

A l l the students considering a 
t rans fer are being asked t o 
weigh the matter v e r y serious
l y , M i s s G i l k e y sa id . T h e school 
board r ^ l u t i o n adopted Wed
nesday w a s i n d u d e d i n t h e 
letter sent home to parents of 
students wish ing to t rans fer . 
T h e resolution urges the s t u 
dents to " s t a y i n the ir o w n 
c o m m u n i t y " — meaning South 
Dade High . 

T h e school board decision 
doesn't include bus transporta
tion for students wish ing t o 
t rans f e r to M a y s or K i l l i a n . 



Council to Urge 
^RebeF Dispute 
Ruling by Board 

Resolution 
Planned 
Monday 

B y B I L L B L O S S 

Homestead counc i lmen are 
expected to t a k e speedy a c 
t ion Monday on a reso lut ion 
u r g i n g the D a d e C o u n t y 
School B o a r d to ru le on the 
s t o r m y Confederate s y m b o l 
i s m issue at South Dade H i g h 
School . 

O n l y 15 of the h igh 
schoDl's Negro students are 
s t i l l in attendance, the others 
have t rans ferred to M a y s 
H i g h School in Cou lds . None 
of the b la ck students a r e 
expected to go to K i l l i a n 
H i g h School . 

H O M E S T E A D M a y o r B i l l 
D i c k i n s o n s a y s the dispute 
between b l a c k s and w h i t e s 
over use of the R e b e l s y m 
bols should be reso lved b y 
the courts . B y forc ing the 
school board to m a k e a dec i 
s ion, objectors to the deci 
s ion c a n appeal to the courts , 
he bel ieves. D i c k i n s o n s a y s 
attempts to settle the issue 
through a b i - rac ia l commit 
tee meeting w i t h the school 
board, have fa i led . 

T h e m a y o r contends t h a t 
the school board t r ied to 
side-step the issue, re fus ing 
to accept i ts responsib i l i ty , 
a n d widened the breach be
t w e e n w h i t e s a n d b lacks , not 
on ly i n South Dade , but 
throughout the county . 

Homestead communi ty 
leaders believe the t o w n h a d 
made great s tr ides i n b r e a k 
ing down r a c i a l bar r i e r s . 
M a n y are convinced t h a t 
Odell J o h n s , spokesman for 
the b lack protest, is w a g i n g a 
personal vendetta because he 
w a s crowded out of the bai l 
bond business i n Homestead 
and F l o r i d a C i t y . 

R E C O R D S i n Homestead 
a n d F l o r i d a C i t y show t h a t 
Johns s t i l l w r i t e s bonds a n d 
i s l icensed to do business , A 
res ident of Cou lds , J o h n s i s a 
successful bus inessman w i t h 
a n insurance agency i n P e r -
r ine and renta l property i n 
the Goulds -Perr ine a r e a . 

D i ck inson sa id he hopes 
J o h n s ' group w i l l also urge 
school board act ion on the 
issue to take i t before the 



School Name Dispute 
Action Is Demanded 
'Rebels/ 
Race 
At Issue 

B y B I L L B L O S S 
Homestead Bureau Cltief 

Homestead counci lmen 
Monday cal led for "pos i t ive 
a c t i o n " by the Dade County 
School B o a r d to reach " a 
definite conc lus ion" on the 
South Dade H i g h School 
Confederacy symbo l i sm con
t r o v e r s y . 

T h e resolut ion c la ims " t h e 
s i tuat i on has had , is h a v i n g 
a n d w i l l have , i f permit ted to 
cont inue, a detr imental effect 
upon the l ives , sa fe ty a n d 
w e l f a r e of the c i t izens of t h i s 
c o m m u n i t y and i t s e n v i r o n s . " 
A n ' e a r l y decis ion (by the 
board) w o u l d prove of bene
f i t not on ly to the students of 
South Dade H i g h School , but 
to a l l c i t izens of t h i s a r e a , " 
the resolution fur ther states . 

E a r l i e r in the meeting, the 
counc i l rece ived a resolut ion 
f r om the Homestead C o m m u 
n i t y Re lat ions B o a r d a s k i n g 
Homestead , F l o r i d a C i t y , the 
F l o r i d a C i t y C o m m u n i t y 
Re la t i ons B o a r d and the 
Dade C o u n t y C o m m u n i t y 
Re la t i ons B o a r d to "meet a n d 
reach a definite dec i s ion" on 
the issue. Homestead C R B 
C h a i r m a n J o h n M c L e a n sa id 
the Everg lades N a t i o n a l P a r k 
H u m a n Re lat ions Committee 
also supports the p lan a n d 
has adv ised the school board. 

T H E C R B c h a i r m a n intro 
duced M r s . I d a Mae R o b i n 
son w h o sa id m a n y of the 
people i n the Negro commu
n i t y are concerned w i t h the 
w a y the problem has been 
handled. She told the counci l 
t h a t eight persons h a v e 
s igned a s tatement f a v o r i n g 
i m m e d i a t e School B o a r d 
act ion . She sa id at least 30 
more persons f r om the b lack 
c o m m u n i t y w i l l s ign . " W h a t 
i s happening i n our commu
n i t y is not the w a y to handle 
the problem," M r s . Rob inson 
stated. 

G r o w i n g tensions between 
w h i t e s and b l a c k s have 
caused m a n y of the b lack 
students at South Dade H i g h 
School to t rans fer to M a y s 
H i g h School . A b i - rac ia l com
mittee , appointed to w o r k 
w i t h the school board to 
settle the Rebe l dispute, h a s 
fa i l ed to come up w i t h a 
solut ion. 

C O N C E R N E D P A R E N T S 
Organizat i on , made up of 
parents of South Dade s t u 
dents o r pupi ls w h o attend 
feeder schools i n the South 
Dade H i g h ne twork , adopted 
a resolut ion last w e e k ca l l ing 
for a school board sett lement 
of the problem. 

C P O president T o m m y 
Do lar sa id a decision of the 
board, i f opposed, can be 
appealed to the courts , thus 
t a k i n g the burden of sett l ing 
the problem off the shoulders 
of parents w h o are emotion
a l l y invo lved in the confl ict . 



By Council, CRB 

Act Now In Rebel 
Fuss^ Board 

B y V I R G I N I A A M E N D T 
Homestead City Council c a l l 

ed on the Dade school board to 
r e a c h a definite conclusion on 
the South Dade High School 
R e b e l symbols controversy, i n 
a resolution adopted uhani -
mously Monday night. 

T h e CouncU also rece ived a 
s i m i l a r resolution f rom the c i 
t y ' s Community Re lat ions 
B o a r d , adopted by the C R B 
F r i d a y . 

Both pointed to the detr imen
t a l effect which fa i lure by the 
school board to take a f i r m pol
i c y stand on the symbols d i « -
pute is havimg on the Grea ter 
Homestead community. 

T h e controversy, provoked 
when black students at South 
Dade demanded the Confeder
ate symbols be dropped as de
rogatory reminders of s l a v e r y , 
has had the community i n t u r 
mo i l for weeks . 

M r s . I d a Mae Robinson o f 
527 SW Six th T e r r a c e attended 
the Counci l meeting and spoke 
up i n support of the Community 
Relat ions B o a r d resolution, add
ing that she h a d back ing of 
some 30 others i n Homestead 's 
Negro community i n a c a l l for 
act ion by the school board. 
' M a y o r W i l l i a m Dick inson 

welcomed M r s . Robinson 's 
statements as " the f i r s t ind i ca 
tion we 've had o f f i c ia l l y " that 
b lack parents feel school board 
" v a c i l l a t i o n " on the question i s 
detr imenta l to the community . 

T h e c a l l fo." a f i r m s c h o o l 
board pol icy decision i s e v i 
dence of a growing feeling that 
this is the only w a y a n order ly 

rOUtcome to the dispute can b « 
reached. A b i - r a c i a l parents 
committee fa i led after s e v e r a l 
meetings to r e a c h any compro-
miise. 

Once the school board ac ts , 
i t s ru l ing can be f o rmal ly pro
tested in an orderly fashion, 
such as through the courts, by 
any group or indiv idual object
ing to the ru l ing , i t ' s p o i n ted 
out. 

Meanwhi le , there are s igns 
that r a c i a l tension has r e l a x e d 
—- for the t ime being at l e a s t 
— following the t rans fer t h e 
end of last week of most of the 
b lack students at South D a d e 
High , at their parents ' request, 
to a l l - Negro M a y s High pend
ing a solution of the symbols 
di.spute. 

One such sign came when the 
C i t y Counci l voted M o n d a y 
night to table two proposals by 
C i t y Manager Olaf Pearson , for 
establ ishing s volunteer r e 
serve police force for the c i ty 
and for purchasing $5,000 w o r t h 
of r iot control equipment f o r 
the Twlice department. P e a r -
.son left town F r i d a y for a two-
week vacat ion in Michigan , and 
the Counci l voted to table ac
tion on the proposals unti l M s 
re turn . 

Both recommendations were 
prompted in part bv a potential-
pYolosive r a c i a l situation a n d -
Pearson said when he disciosed 
]v explosive r a c i a l situation and 

,the proposals a week ago that 
he XTiticipaled s w i f t C o u n d l 
approva l . 



Let Kids Solve 
School Ills, Panel Says 

B y S U S A N M I L L E R 
Herald Staff Writer 

Student problems are best 
solved by the students them
selves w i thout outside pres
sures , a panel of three Dade 
high school pr inc ipals agreed 
Tuesday . 

Speaking at a seminar on 
human relations for school 
administrators . South Dade 
P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d Crabtree 
predicted h is students could 
have resolved the present 
controversy over the school 's 
symbols i f parents and oth
ers h a d remained out of the 
confl ict . 

" T h e student influence 
w a s broken by the commu-

n i t y pressure , " Crabtree 
sa id . 

H E I N D I C A T E D there can 
be no immediate solution 
now regardless of whether 
South Dade keeps or aban
dons its n i ckname . Rebels , 
and its school song, " D i x i e . " 
"Because no matter w h a t 
decision is made, i t ' s not 
going to be accepted by one 
group or the other," C r a b 
tree added. 

M i a m i Ed ison P r i n c i p a l 
W i l l i a m D u n c a n gave m u c h 
of the credit to so lv ing b la ck 
students ' requests las t spr ing 
for more representation i n 
school act iv i t ies to h is s t u 
dent body's wi l l ingness to 
cooperate. 

'The student influence was 
broken by community pressure' 

Howard Crabtree 
Principal 

South Dade High School 

" K i d s of both races w a n t 
the best for their school , " he 
said . 

M i a m i Northwestern P r i n 

c ipal S a m u e l O. Cohen sa id 
one of m a i n aims is to 
change old patterns of Negro 
teachers being s t r i c t author i 
tar ians w i t h b lack students. 

because " n o w w e have a 
generation f i l led w i t h disbe
lief and distrust . W e are 
faced w i t h them not l istening 
to us , so w e have to l isten to 

them and let them do more . " 
T H E P A N E L took a f r a n k 

look a t ind iv idual school 
problems — past and present 
— in a n effort to keep future 
problems f rom developing. 

" T h e more teachers you 
have, w h o are interested in 
f inding out w h a t students are 
th ink ing , the better you a r e , " 
D u n c a n advised. 

H e recommended school 
personnel hire teachers, who 
can be "absolute ly f a i r " in 
dealing w i t h students regard
less of race or religion. 

W h i t e teachers should 
avoid ca l l ing a Negro student 
"boy , " Cohen sa id . " 1 can get 
a w a y w i t h i t where a whi te 

teacher can ' t , " he added. 
" L e a r n their names fas t . " 

W H I L E S O U T H D A D E and 
Edison have had inter - rac ia l 
problems Northwestern i s 
fac ing pressure from a B l a c k 
Power segment of its s t u 
dents and parents to make 
the school's facu l ty 100 per 
cent black, according to C o 
hen. Present ly , whi te teach
ers a t the all-Negro school 
comprise about 15 per cent 
of the staff. 

Crabtree cal led for teach
ers and principals to develop 
means of teaching students 
to t h i n k independently 
"w i thout being accused by 
parents of bra inwash ing . " 



2 Police Forces 
Screen Applicants 
A F l o r i d a C i t y police r e 

c ru i t began t ra in ing at the 
Dade County police academy, 
t h i s w e e k and patro lman 

. M a u r i c e Boiey w i t h d r e w his 
f resignation, l eav ing the de

partment short one man . 
: I n Homestead, only s i x of 

eleven applicants quali f ied 
for acceptance by the depart
ment this week . Tes t s w e r e 
given to f i l l s i x new openings 
and to replace three officers 
res igning to t a k e jobs w i t h 
the Dade C o u n t y Schools 
secur i ty d iv is ion . 

B o t h local departments 
h a v e authorized pay i n 
creases for a l l rat ings , but 
the pay scale of other de
partments in the county 

- m a k e s the Homestead and 
F l o r i d a C i t y jobs less a t t rac 
t ive . 

T H E N E W F l o r i d a C i t y 

t r a i n e e is M a r s h a l l D . 
Brooks , 27, of 648 N W F i r s t 
Street. H e is a recently d is 
charged A i r Force veteran . 
Pol ice Chie f W i l l i e F a s u i o 
saj ' s he is s t i l l looking for a 
Negro officer to f i l l a recent
l y created position on the 
department. 

I n the case of Homestead 
and F l o r i d a C i t y , there have 
been more applicants t h a n 
positions avai iabie , but too 
m a n y , men fai led to qual i fy 
for var i ous reasons. B o t h 
departments d e c l i n e d to 
comment on reasons for 
reject ing appl icants . 

T h e officers leav ing the 
H o m e s t e a d Department , 
Eugene M c A l l i s t e r , V e r n o n 
J a c k s o n and J e r r y Dodson, 
are veterans w i t h a combined 
service of over 30 years on 
the Homestead departments. 

Florida City Raps 
Board Enaction' 

B y B I L L B L O S S 
Homestead Bureau Cliief 

F l o r i d a C i t y added i ts 
back ing T u e s d a y to a grow
ing South Dade dr ive urging 
immediate action by the 
Dade County School B o a r d 
to decide the South Dade 
H i g h School " R e b e l " contro
v e r s y . 

A resolution adopted by 
the c i ty commission says ' the 
school board by its inaction 
has caused the spl it between 
b lacks and whi tes of the 
community . L i k e resolutions 
adopted by Homestead, the 
Concerned Parents Organ iza 
t ion , the Homestead C o m m u 
n i t y Re lat ions B o a r d and the 
H o m e s t e a d-South Dade 
Chamber of Commerce , F l o r 
i d a C i t y puts responsibi l i ty 
square ly on the Board 's 

shoulders and ins ists on a 
ru l ing . 

I n other act ion, F l o r i d a 
C i t y adopted a lot -c lear ing 
ordinance to force c l ear ing 
of overgrown and t r a s h - l a 
den property. F a i l u r e to 
clean up unsight ly grounds 
w i l l br ing the property o w n 
er a b i l l f rom the c i ty and 
eventual ly a l ien if the owner 
refuses to pay. 

A c i v i l service ordinance, 
up for th i rd and f ina l read
ing, w a s tabled for the sec
ond time for further study in 
a commission w o r k session. 



">/7S Let Kids Solve 
School Ills, Panel Says 

B y S U S A N M I L L E R 
Herald Staff Writer 

Student problems are best 
solved by the students them
selves w i t h o u t outside pres
sures , a panel of three Dade 
high school pr inc ipals agreed 
Tuesday . 

Speaking at a seminar on 
human relations for school 
administrators . South Dade 
P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d Crabtree 
predicted his students could 
have resolved the present 
controversy over the school 's 
symbols i f parents and oth
ers h a d remained out of the 
conflict . 

. " T h e student influence 
w a s broken by the commu-

n i t y pressure , " Crabtree 
sa id . 

H E I N D I C A T E D there can 
be no immediate solution 
n o w regardless of whether 
South Dade keeps or aban
dons its n i ckname . Rebels , 
and its school song, " D i x i e . " 
"Because no matter w h a t 
decision is made, i t 's not 
going to be accepted by one 
group or the other," C r a b 
tree added. 

M i a m i Ed ison P r i n c i p a l 
W i l l i a m D u n c a n gave m u c h 
of the credit to so lv ing b la ck 
students ' requests las t spr ing 
for more representation i n 
school ac t iv i t ies to h is s t u 
dent body's wi l l ingness to 
cooperate. 

'The student influence was 
broken by community pressure' 

Howard Crabtree 
Principal 

South Dade High School 

" K i d s of both races w a n t 
the best for their school , " he 
sa id . 

M i a m i Northwestern P r i n 

c ipa l S a m u e l O. Cohen sa id 
one of m a i n a ims is to 
change old patterns of Negro 
teachers being s t r i c t author i 
tar ians w i t h b lack students, 

because " n o w w e have a 
generation f i l led w i t h disbe
lief and distrust . W e are 
faced w i t h them not l istening 
to us , so w e have to l isten to 

them and let them do more. " 
T H E P A N E L took a f rank 

look at indiv idual school 
problems — past and present 
— in a n effort to keep future 
problems f rom developing. 

" T h e more teachers y o u 
have , w h o are interested in 
f inding out w h a t students are 
th ink ing , the better you are , " 
D u n c a n advised. 

H e recommended school 
personnel hire teachers, w h o 
can be "abso lute ly f a i r " in 
deal ing w i t h students regard
less of face or religion. 

W h i t e teachers should 
avoid ca l l ing a Negro student 
"boy , " Cohen said . " I can get 
a w a y w i t h i t where a whi te 

teacher can ' t , " he added. 
" L e a r n their names f a s t . " 

W H I L E S O U T H D A D E and 
Edison have had inter -rac ia l 
problems Northwestern is 
fac ing pressure from a B l a c k 
Power segment of its s t u 
dents and parents to make 
the school's facu l ty 100 per 
cent black, according to Co 
hen. Presently , whi te teach
ers a t the all-Negro school 
comprise about 15 per cent 
of the staff. 

Crabtree cal led for teach
ers and principals to develop 
means of teaching students 
to t h i n k independently 
"w i thout being accused by 
parents of b ra inwash ing . " 
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P R O T E S T O R carries sign in mothers' 
march in front of News Leader this morning, 
staged after newspaper carried account of 
another black mother's appearance before 

Over Council Sf-atement 

Homestead City Council. Protest marchers 
said the woman, Mrs . I d a Robinson, doesn't 
speak for black commnnily. 

- S t a f f Photo by E d Oberiies 

Blacks Lodge Protest 
At Newspaper Office 

About a dozen b lack mothers 
staged a short protest m a r c h i n 
front of the News L e a d e r office 
i n Homestead this morning, in 
objection to statements b y 
M r s . I d a M a e Robinson, anoth
e r b lack mother, made before 
the Homestead Ci ty Counci l 
Monday night and printed i n 
T u e s d a y ' s News L e a d e r . 

M r s . Robinson appeared be
fore [the Counci l to endorse a 
Community Relat ions B o a r d 
resolution urging the D a d e 

school board to m a k e a deci
sion on the South Dade H i g h 
School R e b e l symbol question 
w h i c h h a s had the community 
s t i r r e d up for weeks . She told 
the Counci l she had spoken 
w i t h m a n y other b la ck parents 
who shared her feelings t h a t 
the school board should r e a c h 
a n ear ly decision on the contro
v e r s i a l issue. 

T h e protesting mothers c a r -
r i e d signs bear ing slogans. 
Among them w e r e : " I d a Rob

inson doesn't speak for t h e 
b lack communi ty . " 'School 
board decision on Nov. 6." " N o 
Uncle T o m can speak for u s , 
the b lack mothers . " " W e 
speak for ourselves. T h e 
whites cannot pick anyone for 
u s . " " W e w i l l not force t h e 
board to m a k e a decision f o r 
u s . " 

Odell Johns and M r s . T h o m -
as ina Hunter , who organized 
the brief protest m a r c h , sa id i t 
wes not a imed against T h e 
News Leader . T h i s p a p e r , 
as w e l l as the M i a m i H e r a l d , 
c a r r i e d reports the following 
day about M r s . Robinson's a p 
pearance before the Ci ty Cooui-
c i l . 

T h e Council also adopted a 
resolution Monday night urging 
the school board to act, as the 
continuing dispute w a s detr i 
menta l to the community. Since 
the dispute erupted about two 
months ago when b lack s t u 
dents at South Dade High de
manded r e m o v a l of the R e b e l 
symbols as derogatory r e m i n d 
ers of s l avery , the school board 
h'as fa i led to adopt any policy 
on whether to let the symbols 
r e m a i n or order them banned. 

Johns sa id "We don't th ink 
the board should be pushed i n 
to a decision. We've mskte 
plans to appear before t h e 
board on Nov. 6 ." 

School Superintendent D r . E d 
w a r d Whigham i s scheduled to 
present h is recommendation on 
the symbols matter to the 
board on that date. However , 
the board won't take any a c 
tion on the recommendation u n 
t i l its next meeting two w e e k s -
la ter — in l ine wi th its rules of 
procedure that no policy m a t 
te r i s discussed unti l t h e 
meet ing after the one a t wh i ch 
i t i s presented. 
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It's A Question 
Of 'Democracy' 

E d i t o r , T h e News L e a d e r : 
I n r e g a r d to the issue a t 

South Dade High , i t seems to 
me that i f a s u r v e y were t a k e n 
throughout the south, hundreds 
of schools using Confederate 
symbols would not w a n t to do 
a w a y w i t h them either. L i k e 
here i n F a l l s Ohuroh a n d 
northern V i r g i n i a . 

M a n y of the students a r e de
scendants of Confederate sol
d iers . E v e n F r a n k M d l w a i n ' s 
(of Homestead) father w a s at 
the B attle of B u l l B u n w h e n the 
m e n stood l i k e a " s tone w a l l " 
w i t h G e n e r a l J a c k s o n . " M r . 

' M a c " s a i d h i s fa ther w a s shot 
three t imes i n the face during 
the battle. 

Around F r e d e r i c k s b u r g , V a . , 
where the large battles w e r e 
held , as miany a s 15,000 m e n 
were k i l l ed . M a n y gravestones 
are insKTibed w i t h C S A signify
ing that the deceased w a s a 
soldier for the Confederate 
States of A m e r i c a . 

These symbols a r e held dear 

to these people! Now when 
someone comes forth w i t h the 
idea to the effect that aU that 
w a s a l l bad and we should do 
a w a y w i t h them, they c e r ta in ly 
w i l l have a fight on the i r 
hands! 

A t J . E . B . S tuar t High here i n 
F a l l s C h u r c h , the custom dur
i n g a football game i s to f i r e a 
huge C i v i l W a r cannon w h e n 
J . E . B . Stuart m a k e s a t ouch 
down! Anyone who i s offend
ed a t the sound of " D u d e " 
would probably " c o m m i t s u i 
c i d e " when they h e a r t h a t . 
th ing go off! ' 

I f anyone a s k s this school to * 
do a w a y w i t h their Confederate 
symbols (wh i ch would also be 
the ir n a m e ) the answer woultf 
sure ly be " over their de a d 
body ! " 

I f 1 understand i t c o r rec t ly , 
the school voted to keep these 
symbols w i t h vote count r u n 
ning about 90 per cent yes to 
10 per cent no. Therefore the 
subject of symbols should n o t 
be brought up aga in ! T h e 
whole question i s whether o r 
not D E M O C R A C Y s h a U p r e v a i l 
a t South Dade H i g h ! 

Now, we l i ve jus t outside 
Washington D . C. wh i ch i s ; 
" r i o t c ount ry . " T h e y h a v e 
had four nights of i t i n t h e 
las t few d a y s ! 

1 s a y any group that c a n w i n 
a n issue w i t h a 10 per cent m i 
nority vote and a left-handed 
threat of r iots is l ike the story 
of the poker p layer who won 
the hand because he held two 
fours and a .44! 

I f th is situation w a s i n r e-
verse , i t would behooove t h e 
whites to respect the vote count 
a l s o ! 

O R V A L M. I R W I N 
F a l l s Church , V a . 



L I F E WITH LARRY THOMPSON 

'Dixie' Was Fairly Won 
M Y G R A N D F A T H E R , 

Robert Thompson, s a w 
Abraham Lincoln twice 
and shook hands with 
him once. Unt i l his 
death, in his 90s, the 

^ memory of those two 
occasions was hallowed to him. 

Born in Allegheny County, Pa, , he served with 
the A r m y of the Potomac throughout the Civi l W a r . 
During those years he rose to the high rank of corpo
ral . His older brother was killed in the battle of^ 
Winchester, his parents were dead, and at the end of ' 
the w a r he was literally without home or family. H e 
went to Kansas where he worked hard, married, 
raised a large family and argued loud and long for his 
opinions, of which he had many. 

When he couldn't find anybody to argue with, 
Grandpaw would write letters to the editor. I t got so 
he was such a frequent contributor that The Manhat
tan Mercury carried his letters as a regular feature. I 
guess he was the first columnist.in our family. 

I recently came across an old clipping, on 
browning and crisp paper. It was one of my grand
father's letters in The Mercury, and it was about L i n 
coln and the song " D i x i e . " Grandpaw would be 
amused, and delighted, I am sure, to know that his 
recoliections are being quoted by his grandson in 

• i 1968. 

"After Lee surrendered," he wrote, " o u r regi
ment was stationed at Fort E t h a n Allen, Virginia. 

" T h e y were going to serenade Lincoln on account 
of the good news, and our band was going so quite a 
number of us took French leave and went to the sere
nade. 

" I t seemed that al l the bands in and around 
Washington were there, and after patriotic band m u 
sic for some time, the President appeared and thanked 
them and said that he had consulted the attorney gen
eral and he decided that 'Dixie ' was ours and fairly 
won. He asked the band to give us a turn on it. 

^ " T h e Marine band led off, the other bands joined 
in, and with their souls ablaze with the fire of victory, 
they played Dixie as it never was played before and 

• perhaps never wil l be played again. 
" I t brought forth tears as well as cheers. 
"Although it occurred 66 years ago, it was a 

:'-happy moment in my life and is still fresh in my mem
ory. 'God bent the strenuous heavens and came down 
and made a man to fill the mortal need and gave us 
Lincoln. ' 

" H i s name is revered by all lovers of liber
t y . . . " 

C P O Plans 
Trip To 
School Board 

C o n c e r n e d P a r e n t s 
Organization is charter ing hues 
to the Nov. 6 school board 
Tieeting at which Rebe l symbols 
and names for South Dade High 
School w i l l be discussed. 

T h a t i s the date on which 
School Supt. D r . E d w a r d 
Whigham i s to present to the 
board a resolution spelling out 
Dade school policy on the use 
of names and symbols that 
could be demeaning or insult ing 
to any student. 

C P O officials today urged a l l 
members , associate members 
and friends to a t t e n d the 
meeting, wh i ch begins at 1 p .m. 
i n the L i n d s a y Hopkin.3 Bui ld ing 
at 1410 N E Second Ave . , M i a m i . 

T h e y anticipate that sever.al 
hundred w i l l r e serve bus space 
at $3.50 per person, in addition 
to those using their own cars 
for the t r i p . 

T h e C P O has waged an 
organized campaign to keep the 
school's R e b e l n i ckname , song 
D i x i e , Confederate battle f lag , 
J o h n n y - Reb - type band 
uni forms. R e b e l R e v i e w school 
newspaper name, and colors 

• blue and g r a y — symbols to 
w h i c h a n organization of b lack 
students object strenuously and 
demand they be changed. 

Deadl ine for r e s e r v i n g s e a l s 
on the chartered buses is noon 
Saturday . Reservat ions are 
being accepted by E l l i e Peeples , 
247-7909; E s t h e r Peeples , 247-
4994, and M . T . Ca ldwe l l , 247-
7312. 

V 



ore Will Conquer All 
E d i t o r , T h e N e w s L e a d e r : 

T o the concerned people, bo th , 
whi te and b la ck , of South D a d e : 

I have r e a d the newspaper 
unt i l m y eyes hurt and I have 
not r e a d a true statement yet 
f r o m either side about South 
Dade . 

T h e whites h a v e been ca l l ing 
the b l a c k s m i l i t a n t , communis t , 
etc . T h e b l a c k s h a v e been 
c a l l i n g the whites r a c i s t s . T h e 
whi tes s a y the b l a c k s a r e f u l l 
of hate and e v i l . T h e b ladss 
s a y the s a m e about the w h i t e . 

W h e n I s i t a n d l i s t en to thdis 
sor t of th ing I wonder w h a t 
i s l ove , I wonder w h e r e a r e the 
people who c a l l themse lves 
C h r i s t i a n s ( a n d t h a t m e a n s to 
be l i k e C h r i s t ) . B e l i e v e m e , . 
C h r i s t got more done by lov ing 
than anyone d id by hat ing . 

One portion of the B i b l e 
reads , " C o m e let us r eason 
together . " W h y c a n ' t people 
l e a r n to put ideas together and 
they w i l l sure ly work . I f you 
put your idea w i t h m y idea w e 
w i l l h a v e two ideas , and w e 
a r e a step ahead. B u t , i f y ou 
use a l l of your ideas and s a y 
m i n e a r e no good you a r e going 
b a c k w a r d . W h y can ' t something 
be t a k e n out and something put 
i n and everyone a w a i t the 
resu l t ? 

I w i l l t e l l you w h y . Because 
both, white and b la ck , a r e 
t a l k i n g love and a r e not l i v i n g 
i t . When you love someone you 
c a n so v e r y e a s i l y w o r k w i t h 
t h e m . I a m so g lad I h a v e 
enough love for , everyone — 
even m y enemy. 

We a r e not heroes of the 

B i b l e , but the Bib le i s repeat ing 
itsel f . 

I f God, who needs none of 
u s , loved us so mudh that he 
m a d e a wor ld , made u s , put 
us i n i t , gave us dominion over 
i t and then gave his Son as 
r a n s o m for our sins after we 
messed i t up, sure ly we can 
l i v e together i n i t , in peace. 

Who i s to say who i s the 

greatest when we were a l l made 
f rom one A d a m and one E v e ? 
So, you see, we a r e hat ing our 
s is ters a n d brothers when w e 
hate each other. 

Sfo, l e t us love one another 
and work together instead of 
hat ing and fighting each other. 

I hope you a l l w i l l get the 
message. 

W. A . B . 

Parents to Be Bused 

To School Board Meet 
B y B I L L B L O S S 
Homestead Bureau Chief 

T h e D a d e C o u n t y S c h o o l B o a r d w i l l p l a y t o a f u l l 
h o u s e o f S o u t h D a d e R e s i d e n t s w h e n i t m e e t s n e x t 
w e e k . 

C h a r t e r e d b u s e s w i l l h a u l m e m b e r s o f t h e C o n 
c e r n e d P a r e n t s O r g a n i z a t i o n t o t h e b o a r d m e e t i n g . 
T h e C P O , i n a s h o w o f s t r e n g t h , w i l l b a c k a r e s o l u t i o n 
a s k i n g t h e b o a r d t o d e c i d e t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l " R e b e l " 
i s s u e a t S o u t h D a d e H i g h S c h o o l . 

R e s o l u t i o n s u r g i n g a s c h o o l b o a r d d e c i s i o n h a v e 
c o m e f r o m t h e H o m e s t e a d C i t y C o u n c i l , F l o r i d a C i t y 
C o m m i s s i o n , t h e C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e a n d o t h e r 
g r o u p s . S e v e r a l N e g r o g r o u p s h a v e a l s o a d d e d t h e i r 
v o i c e s t o t h e a p p e a l . 

T h e r o u n d t r i p t o t h e L i n d s e y H o p k i n s b u i l d i n g 
w i l l c o s t $ 3 . 5 0 f o r e a c h p e r s o n t a k i n g t h e b u s . 

T h e d e m a n d f o r a c h a n g e o f t h e C o n f e d e r a t e 
s y m b o l i s m a t t h e h i g h s c h o o l n o r t h o f H o m e s t e a d , 
v v a s s t a r t e d b y a g r o u p o f N e g r o s t u d e n t s . W h e n 
s c h o o l o f f i c i a l s f a i l e d t o t a k e i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n , p a r 
e n t s of S o u t h D a d e H i g h S c h o o l s t u d e n t s b e g a n o r g a 
n i z i n g to f i n d a s o l u t i o n . 

A b i - r a c i a l c o m m i t t e e w a s o r g a n i z e d t o m e e t 
w i t h t h e s c h o o l b o a r d f o r a t r y a t a c o m p r o m i s e . T h e 
c o m m i t t e e g a v e u p a f t e r s e v e r a l m e e t i n g s f a i l e d t o 
s h o w p r o g r e s s . 

C P O P r e s i d e n t T o m m y D o l a r t o l d h i s g r o u p t h a t 
a s c h o o l b o a r d d e c i s i o n w o u l d b e s u b j e c t t o a p p e a l i n 
t h e c o u r t s . H e s a i d t h e C P O E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
b e l i e v e s t h e c o n t r o v e r s y i s o n e b e s t d e c i d e d i n a c o u r t 
o f l a w , i f t h e b o a r d d e c i s i o n i s n o t s a t i s f a c t o r y t o 
e i t h e r s i d e . 

O n l y a h a n d f u l o f N e g r o s t u d e n t s r e m a i n a t 
S o u t h D a d e H i g h S c h o o l . A b o u t 9 0 p e r c e n t t r a n s 
f e r r e d to M a y s H i g h S c h o o l i n G o u l d s , w h e n t h e i n 
t e r - r a c i a l d i s c u s s i o n s b o g g e d d o w n . L e a d e r s o f t h e 
b l a c k s t u d e n t s s a y t h o s e w h o t r a n s f e r r e d w i l l n o t 
r e t u r n to S o u t h D a d e a s l o n g a s t h e s c h o o l ke.eps i t s 
" R e b e l " i m a g e . 

T h e s c h o o l b o a r d w i l l m e e t N o v . 6. D r . E d w a r d 
W h i g a m , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f s c h o o l s , i s e x p e c t e d t o 
p r e s e n t a r e s o l u t i o n o f b o a r d p o l i c y o n u s e o f n a m e s 
a n d s y m b o l s i n D a d e C o u n t y s c h o o l s . 



GUEST EDITORIALS: Two Views 

( E D I T O R ' S N O T E : Printed 
below is an editorial f r o m 

" T h e Florida ADlgator," stu
dent newspaper at the Uni
versity of Florida , and a 
companion piece of dissent 
from its news editor on t h e 
" D i x i e " controversy. B o t h 
are reprinted for those read
ers who might be interested.) 

Let 's keep " D i x i e . " 
T h e charges that this t rad i 

t ional fight song at southern 
univers i t ies i s " r a c i s t " border 
on the absurd. 

" D i x i e " i s , p la in a n ! s imple , 
a song about the proud h e r i 
tage of a genteel people. I t i s 
a song about stubbornness, de
feat and ult imate r i s i n g u p 
aga in of the South. I t i s a song 

Today the F l o r i d a Al l igator 
i s running an editor ia l favor ing 
continued inclusion of the song 
" D i x i e " as p a r t of the U F G a 
tor B a n d repertoire . The de 
cis ion w a s duly made in an efl-
i t o r i a l board meet ing w i t h only 
one dissenting vote. Mine . 

P a r i of the rat ionale accom
pany ing the decision w a s that 
" D i x i e " stands for m u c h that 
i s good in Southern tradi t ion ; 
that by log ica l extension, a n y 
number of songs might be s i m 
i l a r l y exc luded ; that , since the 
m a j o r i t y of students seem to 
want " D i x i e , " the m a j o r i t y 
should hold sway . 

Some good reasons. B u t not 
good enough, I think. 

I t ' s a pity that , of a l l the i s -

Let's Keep 'Dixie' 
about a cul ture that died when 
hundreds of thousands of m e n 
were fel led i n a w a r between 
brothers. 

T h e r e a re those who argue 
that " D i x i e " conjures up t r a 
g ic memor ies i n the history of 
the South, r eminders of the day 
when the South w a s ru l ed by a 
wea l thy , landed gentry , a n a r 
is tocracy b o m w i t h the blood, 
sweat , t e a r s and broken bodies 
of b lack people. 

T r u e . L e t none dispute that 
s l a v e r y — dastard ly and i n h u 
m a n e though i t w a s — w a s 
v e r y m u c h a p a r i of the South's 
heri tage . 

T r u e . B l a c k m e n who were 
kidnapped f r om A f i c a and sold 
into bondage to the highest bid

der bui l t the sjmaiwling cotton 
plantations of the ante-beEum 
South, 

B u t s l a v e r y w a s only part of 
the South. 

T h e South has a n enduring 
image of genti l i ty and c h i v a l r y . 
Courtesy, fr iendl iness , hospital
i t y , w a r m t h — they too, were 
p a r i of the South. E d u c a t i o n , i n 
the a r t s , mus i c , le t ters , w a s of 
p r i m a r y concern to the p a r 
ents — both white and b lack — 
of the South. 

P e r h a p s the most signif icant 
heritage of the Sotuh is her peo
ple 's pr ide . 

F o r a l l that w a s rotten and 
decadent i n the o ld South, he 
had c u l t u r a l attr ibutes of w h i c h 
her people should w e l l be 

sues to w h i c h the Al l igator 
might usefully contribute, t h e 
A l % a t o r chose the patronage 
of a tradit ion i t can i l l afford 
to support. 

I t i s true that there i s m u c h 
good i n Southern tradit ion. U n 
fortunately , the good i s poorly 
represented by a song that , for 
a l l i t ' s innocence of language, 
s e r v e d as the r a l l y i n g c r y for a 
movement that w a s not only 
r a c i s t and d iv i s ive , but also led-
to the needless death of m i l 
l ions of A m e r i c a n s . 

T h e good that w a s p a r i o f 
the Southern tradit ion concern
ed the v i r tues of c h i v a l r y , g e n 
t i l i t y , courage. B u t those v i r 
tues were woven on a loom of 
bl ind, prejudicfed a r i s t o c r a c y . 

T h a t w a s D i x i e . 
I t i s true that , by extension, 

a great dea l of pure ly inoffen
s ive m a t e r i a l might be purged 
f r om the r a n k s of both m u s i c 
and l i t erature . B u t that ex 
tension w o r k s equal ly w e l l i n 
the opposite directioin. We 
might become so cal lous t o 
w h a t i s hurt fu l and distasteful 
that what we do f ina l ly appeals 
to only a p lura l i ty and not a 
complete m a j o r i t y . I n b o t h 
cases discretion and sensit iv i ty 
must m a r k our boundiaries. 

I t i s f ina l ly t rue that the m a 
jor i ty voice must be we l l heed
ed. B u t a respected h is tor i ca l 
interpretation o f democracy 
c a l l s for " t h e greatest g o o d 

proud. 
Af ter the w a r , the people of "* 

the South, both b lack and white , 
had to begin rebuilding t h e i r 
society. F r o m the broken and 
twisted body of the old South, 
a new South w a s s lowly and 
painful ly buEt by b lacks a n d 
whites together. 

T h e r e should be no shame or 
humil iat ion i n that . 

B u t shame, humEiat ion , p r e j 
udice, r a c i s m , m a n ' s hatred of 
other m e n c a n be found in any 
thing i f suspicious people 
sear ch long and h a r d . 

Because " D i x i e " symbolizes 
the heritage of the South — the 
whole South — the Gator B a n d 
should p lay the song loudly. 

A n d proudly. 

LeUs Dump ^Dixie' 
for the gi-eatest n u m b e r . " I t 
is w i t h considerable c a r e that 
we should elect to prefer w h a t 
i s to us a cheerful melody, a 
pride of geographical location, 
when to others i t holds four 
hundred years of heartbreak, a 
song wh i ch breeds resentment 
i n whose to w h o m i t s cheerful 
sp i r i t i s obviously not meant to 
apply . 

I n the best of the Southern 
tradit ion and i n a decent mea
sure of humani ty , we would do 
w e l to hold to what i s good 
and re jec t what i s select ively 
painful . 

Or, He l l no, they won't for
get either. 

J A M E S C O O K 
N E W S E D I T O R 



,S. Fund Halt 
Hsked in School 
Symbol Hassle 

B y J I M B U C H A N A N A N D S U S A N M I L L E R 
Herald Staff Writers 

The U . S . Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare was asked Friday to halt a l l federal funds to 
Dade County schools until South Dade High School's 
controversial symbols are "permanently removed" 

i r o m the school. 
The request was made by Odell T , Johns, presi-

j lent of the Black Parents of South Dade, and four 
|)arent members in a letter sent to H E W Secretary 
W i l b u r J . Cohen. 
; J O H N S A L S O sent a companion letter to U . S . 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark seeking " the imme-
iliate commencement of legal action" against Dade's 
School Board "to eliminate the denial of the equal 
protection of the l a w s . " 

Copies of the letters were delivered to members 
of the press by Johns' attorney, Robert S . Kaufman. 

T h e B l a c k P a r e n t s group 

Odell Johns 
. . . halt funds 

h a v e led the f ight to change 
South Dade H i g h ' s n i c k n a m e , 
band uni forms a n d school 
song charg ing t h a t the s y m 
bols are d i scr iminatory to 
b lack students enrol led i n the 
school . 

T H E T W O - M O N T H - O L D 
controversy has resulted i n a 
v o l u n t a r y t rans fer of more 
than 100 of South Dade 's 130 
Negro students to al l -Negro 
M a y s H i g h and has spl i t the 
b l a c k and w h i t e communit ies 
of the a r e a . 

I n h i s request to stop f ed 
e r a l funds to a l l Dade 
schools, J o h n s denounced 
South Dade H i g h ' s n i c k n a m e 
of " R e b e l s , " i t s Confederate 
band uni forms and i ts school 
song — " the Confederate 
government nat iona l anthem 
' D i x i e ' " — as symbols of 
" a n insurrec t ionary force or 
government . . . of s l a v e r y 
and oppression . . . of sec
ond-class c i t i zensh ip . " 

J O H N S A L S O charged that 
Dade 's - school board " h a s 
adamant ly refused to take 
ac t i on to remove s u c h offen
s ive symbols , t h u s forc ing 
most b la ck students to w i t h 
d r a w f r om this , h igh school 
a n d e n r o l l i n a b l a c k segre
gated h i g h school a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y 10 mi les d i s tant w i t h 
out bus fac i l i t i es being pro
v i d e d . " 

I n ca l l ing for a federal 
legal act ion against school 
b o a r d members , Johns 
c la imed t h a t " u n w i l l i n g n e s s 
of the par t of the school 
board " to resolve South Dade 
H i g h ' s symbo l dispute " h a s 
caused r a c i a l tension and 
m a s s a r m i n g of parents and 
others on both s i d e s " of the 
issue. 

S C H O O L B O A R D A t t o r n e y 
George C . Bol les termed 
J o h n s ' act ion " p r e m a t u r e " 
s ince the problem " i s under 
considerat ion b y the board a t 
th is t i m e . " T h e school board 
w i l l meet Wednesday to 
adopt policies considering 
the symbols , Bol les added. 

School off ic ials also ex 
pressed confidence that the 
letters w o u l d not endanger 
D a d e ' s approx imate ly $4 
m i l l i o n appropriation i n 
H E W funds. 

W h e n the South Dade 
H i g h controversy erupted, 
board members t r i ed to let 
the area parents and students 
solve the problem by ap
pointing a b i - rac ia l commit
tee to f ind a compromise 
solution. 



But Uniforms^ Flags Must Go at South Bade 

Rebel' Nickname 
Allowed to Stand 

B y G E O R G I A M A R S H 
Herald Education Writer 

South Dade H i g h School 
can keep its " R e b e l " n i c k 
name but has to dump i ts 
confederate band uniforms 
and the confederate f lag and 
stop p lay ing " D i x i e . " 

T h e compromise i n the 
rac ia l controversy, w h i c h has 
kept the school and commu
nity in a turmoi l since A u 
gust, w a s made — at l e a s t " 
on paper — by the School 
B o a r d Wednesday . 

H o w e v e r , nei ther w h i t e 
nor b lack parents w h o 
packed the board room 
w o u l d say i f they w i l l abide 
by the board's decision or 
f ight i t . 

T H E C O M P R O M I S E w a s 
recommended b y School 
Supt . D r . E d w a r d L . W h i g 
ham, w h o sought to end the 
weeks of w r a n g l i n g w h i c h a 
special ly constituted b i - rac ia l 
group has been unable to 
solve. 

T h e recommendation, ac 
companied by a plea for 
understanding on the part of 
both b lacks and whi tes , w a s 
approved by a 5-2 vote. 

T e d S l a c k J r . and Holmes 
B r a d d o c k voted against i t . 

S l a c k sa id he felt that part 
of the recommendation, spe
c i f i ca l l y that w h i c h dealt 
w i t h the p lay ing of " D i x i e , " 
w a s too vague and indefinite 
to be useful . 

" W E H A V E decided w e 
th ink w e k n o w w h a t ' s best 
and we are going to make 
them do i t , by G o d , " he said . 

Braddock sa id the board 
w a s being called upon to 
rnake a " m o r a l judgment" on 
" w h a t ' s w r o n g and w h a t ' s 
r i ght . " 

lem. A n ' overwhelmingly 
whi te major i ty student body 
voted to keep the symbols . 

B l a c k students and parents 
refused to accept the one
sided election and appeared 
before the board again . 

T h e settlement st ipulates 
the school i s to get money 
f o r n e w non-confederate 
band uni forms to be a v a i l 
able n e x t September. S t u 
dents and staf f members are 
to w o r k out the design. 

T h e school can , i f i t 
chooses, design its o w n f lag , \ 
but cannot use the confeder
ate f lag as a school symbol . 

T H E N I C K N A M E " R e b e l , " 
and use of the colors blue 
and gray can be retained. 

T h e most controvers ia l 
portion of W h i g h a m ' s c om- ' 
promise arose over w h e n the 
song " D i x i e " can or cannot 
be p layed . 

T h e f i n a l interpretat ion 
w a s t h a t D i x i e cannot be 
used as a pep song a t ra l l i e s , 
athlet ic events or other 
school act iv i t ies . H o w e v e r 
the band, a t its o w n d i s c re 
t ion , can p lay the piece as a 
m a r c h , in concert or as a n 
incidental piece of mus ic in 
programs not designed as 
pep meetings. 

T h e board also approved, 
on f i r s t reading, a county-, , , 
Wide policy prohibit ing a n y 
school f r om us ing symbols 
w h i c h ref lect in a derogatory , 
manner bpon the race , r e l i -
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met unsuccessful ly severa l | 
times to reach a compromise. ' 

T w o weeks ago, at their 
own request, 95 black s t u 
dents vo luntar i l y t rans ferred 
out of South Dade and e n 
rolled a t the all -Negro M a y s • 
H i g h School . 

Wednesday, after adopting 
the compromise, the board | 
gave the b lack students lee- i 
Way to transfer back to J 
South Dade or f in i sh out the ' 
year a t M a y s . 

C lergymen of three differ
ent fa i ths appeared before 
the board Wednesday to urge 
i t to take a s tand and reject 
the symbols that were sp l in 
ter ing the community . 

DR. J O S E P H Narot , presi 
dent of the A m e r i c a n J e w i s h 
Committee , sa id the symbols 
had come to mean re ject ion 
and oppression to the b lacks . 

F a t h e r D a v i d R u s s e l l , 
execut ive director of the 
H u m a n Relat ions Board of 
the Catho l i c Archdiocese of 
M i a m i , told- the board i t w a s 
its " responsib i l i ty to see that 
nothing is al lowed to inter
fere w i t h education." 

" T h i s i s hot a problem for 
the students to handle , " he 
said. 

-Bishop James Duncan of 
the Episcopal Diocese of 
South F l o r i d a said the " t ime 
has come to take the decision 
in your own hands whether 
you like it or not. Those 
things w h i c h are offensive 
must be put a w a y . " 

W H I T E P A R E N T S , mem 
hers of the Concerned P a r 
ents Organizat ion, asked the ' 
board to keep the symbojs . 

J a c k L e v y , spokesman for 
the group, said the symbols 
were s imply being used as a 
" f r o n t " for a "d i s turb ing 
element in the school . " 

" T a k i n g a w a y the s y m b o l * 
won ' t solve the problems," 
he sa id . 

Odell Johns , spokesman 
for the blacks , told the 
board, " W e , the parents of 
South Dade unequivocably 
refuse to peacefully co-exist 
or compromise w i t h the cor
ros ive evi ls of r a c ' s t symbol 
i s m . " 

Riot Gear 
Is Checked 

Homestead Pol ice Chief 
E m m e t Snider has looked 
over riot control equipment 
to be purchased for the local 
police department, C i t y M a n 
ager Ola f Pearson said . 

T h e C i t y Counc i l , ear l ier 
this week , approved a $5,000 
request for the special police 
tools. Pearson asked the c i ty 
to buy a half -dozen recoi l less ' 
automatic shotguns, armored 
v e s t s , special chemicals , 
other automatic weapons and 
t w o - w a y alert radios. 

T h e c i ty manager said the 
riot control equipment should 
be in the police arsena l in 
case of c i v i l disorder. H e sa id 
severa l groups, recent ly or
ganized in South Dade are 
"g i rd ing for ac t ion , " and i f 
trouble s tarts , the local po
l i ce must be able to movi 
s w i f t l y to protect l ives am 
property. 



Crisis Is 'FacLof Life' 
For Dade School Boss 

B y G E O R G I A M A R S H 
Herald Education Writer 

Nine months, one teacher 
w a l k o u t and severa l student 

, r a c i a l disputes after becom
ing Dade 's school super inten
dent, D r . E d w a r d L . W h i g 
h a m phi losophical ly muses 
that cr is is s i tuations are 
s imply a " f a c t of l i f e . " 

B u t he wishes things 
w o u l d settle down long 
enough to permit the nation 's 
seventh largest school s y s 
tem to get on w i t h the m a i n 
business at hand — educa
t ion. 

W h i g h a m ' s " f a c t s of l i f e " 
include: 

T H E G R O W T H of teacher 
mi l i tancy , sharp ly accented 
by the f i r s t s tatewide t e a c h 
e r s ' w a l k o u t in h i s tory w h i c h 
hi t F l o r i d a almost before 
W h i g h a m w a s settled i n his 
new office. H e s a w his 
responsibi l i ty then as "keep 
ing schools open." 

H e sees h is responsibi l i ty 
n o w as accepting " teacher 
organizations as a fac t of l i fe 
in our society and learn ing 
how to estab l i sh a re lat ion
ship w i t h them that does not 
ai iow the educational s y s t e m 
or its purposes to be abused, 
yet lets employes be h e a r d . " 

T H E S T R U G G L E for " h u 
m a n r i g h t s " and its accom
pany ing bumpy road t o w a r d 
school integration w i t h its 
constant r a c i a l f lare-ups, 
such as at M i a m i E d i s o n and 
south Dade H i g h Schools. 

" T h e r a c i a l problem in 
schools is part of the broader 
problem i n society, ye t i t ' s 
our responsibi l i ty to have 
our people — teachers and 
administrators — learn to 
understand w h y people see 
things as they do." 

T H E N E C E S S I T Y of com
bining w o r k to handle short 
term problems yet f inding 
time for long range planning. 

" W e are continuing a staff 
reorganizat ion that w a s be
gun before I took over . " 
W h i g h a m succeeded former 
school superintendent D r . 
Joe H a i l last J a n u a r y after 
serv ing a three year appren
t iceship as depiity super in 
tendent. _ 

'The same problems 
and same resources 
would face any super-
intendent. The only 
flexibility I have is the 
design I take to use 
those resources to 
solve the problems^ 

Edward Whigham 

lllllll 

T h e reorganizat ion, both 
between and w i t h i n depart
ments, is designed to give 
more latitude in decision 
m a k i n g to the distr ict offices 
and to m a k e the entire 
school administrat ion a more 
effective operating team. 

T H E P L A N N I N G for new 
school construct ion plus the 
headache of t r y i n g to deter
mine how to f inance an es t i 
mated $160 mi l l i on in needed 

school buildings. 
Added to these major 

" f a c t s of l i f e " w h i c h admit
tedly take a lot of t ime, are 
the hundreds of dai ly prob
lems connected w i t h " the 
cont inuing operation of a 
school system for 230,000 
youngsters . " 

Dade 's highest paid public 
servant appears to be w e a t h 
ering the everyday problems 

Turn to Page 2B, Col . 5 



^cidents 
VTar Parade; 
Throw Rocks 

S e v e r a l incidents m a r r e d the 
o t h e r w i s e s u c c e s s f u l 
homecoming and Veterans D a y 
parade wh i ch drew thousands 
1 0 downtown Homestead 
T h u r s d a y night. Most occurred 
after the parade w a s over. 

T w o white youths, Donald E . 
W i l i l a m s , 16, and G r e g M i t c h e l l , 
15, were hit on the face by 
r o c k s as they stood w i t h South 
D a d e ' ' H i g h R e b e l band 
m e m b e r s i n back of the 
F i res tone Store on Washington 
Avenue after the parade broke 
up. T h e y sa id their assa i lants 
were Negro youths. 

Wi l l i ams had to have a s t i tch 
taken on the side of h is face 
wh i ch w a s cut by a rock . 

One of the high school queen 
candidates also w a s reported to 
have been hit by a rock. 

Homestead J u n i o r High band 
members reported they were 
" h a r a s s e d " by b lack youths 
during par t of the m a r c h , i n 
a d imly l i t a r e a a t the lower 
end of Washington A v e — 
despite the fac t that there were 
Negro students i n the band. T h e 
"harassment , " r e p o r t e d l y 
consisted of b lack youths 
moving i n and out among the 
m a r c h i n g band members , and 
some pushing and shoving. A 
Negro police officer dispensed 
the trouble m a k e r s . 

V a n d a l s threw rocks through 
the windows of two business 
establ ishments, one on S. 
K r o m e Avenue and one on SW 
F o u r t h Street, during the hour 
following the parade, and a 
t h i r d window on K r o m e Avenue , ' 
w a s broken by vand^tls hitt ing 
i t w i th a s t i ck . 

Students Guilty In Fight 
Due Disciplinary Action 

After T h u r s d a y ' s altercation 
between white and b lack 
students on K i n g m a n R o a d , the 
following statement w a s issued 
by Miss Betty G i l k e y , South 
D i s t r i c t School superintendent: 

" T h e Dade County School 
administrat ion as w e l l as the 
administrations of South Dade 
High School, Homestead J u n i o r 
H i g h School and M a y s Junior -
Senior H i g h School, w i s h to 
advise a l l parents of a l l pupils, 
black and white , that pupils who 

are found guilty of creat ing a , 
disturbance or at tack ing other 
chi ldren i n going to and from 
school w i l l be subject to 
d isc ip l inary action of the school, 
as w e l l as the possibility of' 
c r i m i n a l action of the court. 

" P a r e n t s a re urged to caution 
their chi ldren going to and from 
s c h o o l to r e f r a i n f rom 
in f lammatory r e m a r k s or 
aggressive acts toward other 
chi ldren which could resul t in 
serious d isc ip l inary action. 

" P a r e n t s m a y be assured that 
school personnel and school 
s e c u r i t y personnel w i l l 
i n v e s t i g a t e thoroughly the 
va l id i ty of a l l charges which 
pupils report to the school 
author i ty . " 

L A R G E R - T H A N - L I F E Snoopy peers smugly 
through whirling propeller of his Sopwith 
L'amcl as the Red Baron, representing K i l 
l ian Cougars, Dries to rise from wreckage 

of his plane. The float was first-prize-win-
ning entry of Senior Class in South Dade 
Homecoming section of last night's parade 
in Homestead. 

- P h o t o by E d Oberiies 
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Float' Winners Named 

Thousands See Parade 
Honoring Vets^ SDHS 

Mays High 
Takes Band 
From Parade 

M a y s High School pulled out 
of the combination Veterans 
Day-Homecoming parade i n 
Homestead las t night because 
of the " s o c i a l relations c l imate 
i n South D a d e . " 

~ T h e w i t h d r a w a l , just hour.s 
before parade t ime, w a s 
ordered by Nelson Bethe l , M a y s 
pr inc ipa l , who made this 
statement to T h e News Leader 
explaining the cancel lat ion: 

" T h i s decision was made only 
after I had ta lked wi th m y 
advisory council and concerned 
parents. 

" M y f irst responsibil ity is to 
the parent.", of students at May.s 
and I hope m y fears are 
unwarranted , but it is m y hope 
that this problem w i l l cpeedily 
be so lved . " 

Bethe l sa id though he rea l i z 
ed the cancel lation might cause 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t to h a n d 
members-, students, parents and 
the community , " the c l imate of 
social relations i n South Dade 
T, such that the possibil ity of 
a d i s t i rbance m a y o c cur . " 

T h e announcement came 
severa l hours after a group of 
Mai ' s students confronted white 
students f rom South Dade High 
and Homestead .Tunior High at 
two adjacent bus siaps. 

T w e n t y floats, four bands, a 
flock of beauty queens and 
uniformed m a r c h i n g units f rom 
the a rmed serv ices , Boy Scouts 
and G i r l Scouts drew repeated 
applause f rom severa l thousand 
spectators who lined the streets 
of downtown Homestead last 
night to see the seventh annual 
V e t e r a n s Day-Homecoming 
parade. 

F i r s t , prizes i n float 
competition went to Pr inceton 
C h r i s t i a n School i n the m a i n 
parade divis ion and to the 
Senior Class i n the South Dade 
High Homecoming division. 

Pr inceton Chr i s t ian ' s entry 
w a s a three-segment float with 
the f irst stage c a r r y i n g a m i s 
sile and three young astronauts, 
the second showing men of a i l 
.services, and the third present
ing a fami ly at home. I t s m e s 
sage: "Support our servicemen 
around the wor ld wi th a p r a y e r 
at home." 

Seniors, w i th a light-hearted 
approach, entered a giant Sno
opy aboard his Sopwith C a m e l 
plane, looking down at the 
ruins of another plane, f rom 
whi ch the R e d B a r o n (repre-
.^enting the K i l l i a n Cougars) 
peered in d ismay. 

T i e d for second place in 
general parade competition w e r 
the Officers Wive^ Club float, 
" T h e Women Behind the M e n , " 
featur ing f ive banks of flags 
denoting a l l the countries where 
U , S , forces are stationed, and 
J a y c e e s ' float showing a 
V i e t n a m battle scene complete 
wi th burp gun emitting bursts 
of smoke, and a miniature 
Pueblo tagging along behind,. 

Second prize in high school 

O D E L L J O H N S , spokesman 
for b lack parents and students 
who c o n t e s t e d the 
Confederacy- l inked symbols 
and name a t South Dade, 
hai ied the School Board ' s 5-2 
approval of a compromise 
solution as " the f i r s t serious 
step in r e a l desegregation at 
South Dade H i g h , " ' 

competition went to F u t u r e 
Secretar ies ' f l o a t , showing 
costumes of lands w h e r e 
serv icemen are stationed, with 
two A r m y men on a pedestal, 
surveying and guarding the 
entire scene. 

T h i r d place i n general com
petition w a s another tie — 
U S D ' s long float w i t h a windmi l l 
at one end, a pagoda at the 

-other , and a red , white and 
blue rainbow featuring a re 
volv ing wor ld arching over un i 
formed men a l l branches of 
.service; and Redondo E i e m e n -
t c ry School's float advis ing 
"buy bonds, wr i te letters , send 
packages, be informed, vote 
r e g u l a r l y , " 

T h i r d and fourth place winner 
i n Homecoming competition 
were the Spanish ,C lub ' s green, 
white and s i l v e r ' ' f l o a t - a N a v y 
jet surrounded by uniformed 
men and people of foreign 
lands, and Pep Club 's " C a g q 
the Cougars , " w i th jungle 
comiwund, growling wi ldcats , 
white hunter, and a monkey 
munching a banana. 



raise Board 
For Racial Stand 

ii/i 

B y G E O R G E K E N N E D Y 
Herald Staff Writer 

T h e C o m m u n i t y Re lat ions 
B o a r d T h u r s d a y decided to 
praise the School B o a r d for 
courage i n t a c k l i n g the South 
Dade H i g h School r a c i a l 
c r i s i s , a l though severa l m e m 
bers doubted " courage" w a s 
quite the w o r d . 

B ishop J a m e s D u n c a n sug
gested the praise for the 
board 's W e d n e s d a y decis ion 
banning use of the Confeder
ate f l a g as a school s y m b o l 
but re ta in ing the n i c k n a m e 
R e b e l and the school colors 
of-blue a n d gray . 

" T h e y ' r e a l i t t l e late i n 
-meeting the i r responsibi l i t ies , 
aren ' t t h e y ? " complained 
A . D . Moore. 

" S H O U L D N ' T W E w r i t e 
p r a i s i n g them and encourag
ing them not to abdicate 
the i r respons ib i l i t i es " ' pro
posed a somewhat more dip
lomat ic but s t i l l doubtful 
M r s . A u d r e y F i n k e i s t e i n . 

F i n a l l y , the board turned 
the m a t t e r over to the most 
d ip lomat ic member of a i l . 
C h a i r m a n H a r r y C a i n , w h o 
promised a t a c t f u l combina
t i on of p ra i se a n d encour
agement. 

Some C R B members ques
t ioned the a d v i s a b i l i t y of 
t a k i n g a n y posit ion t h a t 
might prove of fensive to 
ei ther the w h i t e s or b l a c k s i n 
the Homestead dispute. 

B u t Georg ia L e e Jones 
sa id , " T h e people in South 
Dade are condemning the 
C R B for not doing more . " 

C A I N S A I D the board had 
been del iberate ly avo id ing 
the spotl ight, w o r k i n g behind 
the scenes w i t h the H o m e 
stead C o m m u n i t y Re lat ions 
B o a r d and school o f f i c ia ls . 

I n other business , the 
board voted to sponsor t w o 
seminars i n December . 

T h e f i r s t , Dec . 6, w i l l be a n 
a l l - d a y p o 1 i c e -community 
re lat ions session co-spon
sored b y the N a t i o n a l C o n 
ference of C h r i s t i a n s and 
J e w s . I n a r e v e r s a l of past 
f o r m , t h i s seminar w i l l focus 
on the ro le of the c o m m u n i t y 
ra ther t h a n that of the police. 

T h e second seminar , Dec . 
12, w i l l be a cooperative 
effort w i t h the U r b a n Legue 
to exp la in to housing of f i 
c ia ls and r e a l estate dealers 
the impl icat ions of the open 
hous ing l a w w h i c h becomes 
effect ive J a n . 1. 

M E A N W H I L E , a school 

o f f i c ia l sa id the School 
B o a r d ' s decision created 
somewhat of a s t i r among 
students T h u r s d a y . 

" B u t they 've settled down 
now, " sa id B e t t y G i l k e y , 
South D i s t r i c t superintendent 
later in the day. 

E a r l i e r T h u r s d a y about 15 
to 20 whi te students and 20 
to 30 b lack students got into 
a f ist f ight a t a school bus 
stop a t K i n g m a n R d . and 
B i s cay ne D r . 

T h e incident occurred as a 
Metropol i tan T r a n s i t A u t h o r 
i t y bus, c a r r y i n g b lack s t u 
dents to M a y s , stopped at the 
intersect ion w h e r e w h i t e 

students were w a i t i n g to 
catch school buses for South 
Dade and Homestead J u n i o r 
High . 

" T H E S T O R Y w a s that 
there were some rocks 
t h r o w n at the bus , " sa id Miss 
G i l k e y . 

She said school secur i ty 
personnel were invest igat ing 
the incident, w h i c h resulted 
in no arrests and only minor 
injuries to those involved . 

T h e students fought on ly 
brief ly , and only f ive w h i t e s 
were s t i l l there w h e n three 
s h e r i f f s . department cars 
arr ived f ive minutes after the 
f ight started. 

An Overdue Decision 
Two months late, the School 

Board reached something less than 
a Solomon-like decision in the 
South Dade controversy over 
school symbols. 

I f the board had had the cour
age in August to do at least part of 
what it did in November, much 
racial recrimination might have 
been averted. The latest action, to 
ban the playing of " D i x i e " by a 
school band on certain occasions, 
and substitution of differently-de
signed uniforms, probably won't 
please either the white or Negro 
parents in the Homestead area. 

Dr . E d w a r d Whigham recom
mended a compromise, upon direc
tion of the board. But the board 

itself should have established a 

policy rather than force the super
intendent into a somewhat untena
ble, if not embarrassing, position. 

Board member Holmes Brad
dock, who voted against the com
promise which allows the nickname 
" R e b e l s " and school colors to re
main unchanged, suggested the 
board was called upon to render a 
moral judgment on what's wrong 
and what's right, and he was op
posed. 

This leads us to wonder what 
else is the board's business if it is 
not to render judgment and express 
policy in behalf of all students and 
not just a few. 



Tuesday, November 12,1968 

C P O Delays 
Meeting 

T h e executive board of 
Ooncerned Parents Organiation 
( C P O ) decided Monday night to 
postpone, probably for a week, 
a general meeting T h a t had 
tentatively been planned for 
sometime this week. 

T h e board I s doing 
p r e l i m i n a r y exploration i n t o 
severa l possible avenues of 
action that m a y be open to C P O 
i f i t wishes to combat the 'recent 
school boaytf ' ' compromise ' 
order curtai l ing use of some 
Confederate symbols at South 
Dade High School. _ 

F O R M E R S O U T H D a d e 
High School pr inc ipa l W i l l i a m 
Wilson is recover ing but s t i l l 
not able to re turn to work . 

Wilson, taken i l l ear ly i n the 
sobcol t e r m , w i l l be placed 
i n some capacity elsewhere In 
the school sys tem when he 
has doctors' approval to 
r e s u m e working . South 
D i s t r i c t superintendent Bet ty 
G i lkey s a y s . 

* * « 

A T T H E E X A C T moment 
some 30 M a y s High students 
were roughing up s m a l l 
groups of white students at 
two K i n g m a n R o a d bus stops 
the other day, Odell Johns 
w a s ta lk ing on the phone w i t h 
a News Leader reporter . He 
cal led the school board ban 
of some Confederate symbols 
at South Dade High " the f i r s t 
serious attempt at desegrega
tion tfiere" and sa id the Negro 
community "doesn't m i n d 

w a i l i n g on the fact when there 
is evidence such m a j o r steps 
are being t a k e n . " 

* * * 

ON T H E other side of the 
same controversy. T o m m y 
Dolar , president of the 
Concerned P a r e n t s Assoc ia 
tion, got an u l t imat i cn f rom 
P'lorlda Power and Light Co. 
— either resign the C P O of
fice or leave F P & L . Do lar 
angered, promptly quit. He 's 
reportedly going into his f am
i l y ' s f a r m i n g enterprise. 



it/n 

Looks 
Away 

Board Mails 
Scliool Rules 

B y R O D G I B S O N 
Herald Staff Writer 

T h e of f ic ial school board 
instruct ions concerning the 
p lay ing of " D i x i e " and other 
Confederate symbols should 
be i n effect by the end of the 
w e e k . D r . E . L . W h i g h a m , 
Dade C o u n t y school super in 
tendent, sa id Sunday . 

W h i g h a m sa id t h a t a letter 
of t r a n s m i t t a l w i l l be sent 
out by his office e a r l y th is 
w e e k to South Dade H i g h 
School , w h e r e the p l a y i n g of 
" D i x i e , " Confederate u n i 
f o rms being w o r n by the 
band, a n d the school 's n i c k 
name of " R e b e l s " have de
veloped into a three-month 
r a c i a l controversy . 

" T h e p l a y i n g of ' D i x i e ' has 
not been banned , " W h i g h a m 
s a i d Sunday . " T h e board has 
ordered that i t should not be 
used as a pep song or p layed 
regu lar ly or be used i n a n y 
w a y as a n of f i c ia l school 
song. 

" T H I S W O U L D not pre
c lude the occassional p lay ing 
of ' D i x i e ' at hal f t ime i n 
footbal l games i f the song 
f i t ted i n w i t h some theme." -

T h e board act ion also 
ca l led for "more appropri 
a t e " band uni forms a n d a 
b a n against the Confederate 
f lag being displayed a t 
school functions. T h e board 
act ion w o u l d not control 
students c a r r y i n g ind iv idua l 
f lags , W h i g h a m sa id , " a l 
though w e w o u l d hope t h a t 
they w o u l d go along w i t h 
school pol icy. 

" I n a l l of th i s , school o f f i 
c ia l s w i l l h a v e to use the ir 
o w n judgment , " W h i g h a m 
sa id . 

T h e school board voted 
that the h igh school be a l 
lowed to keep the n ickname 
" R e b e l s . " 

BSR& Is Defiant, 
But South Dade 
Blanked by Killian 

i B y F R E D M Y E R S 
a Herald Correspondent 

I South Dade High School's marching band defied 
school board directives by playing " D i x i e " at half-
time Friday night but its football team could defy no 

one. 
K i l l i a n r a n past South 

Dade w i t h graceful ease, 
ro l l ing up 407 total offense 
y a r d s and a 25-0 football 
v i c to ry at H a r r i s F i e l d . 

No other incidents oc
curred. 

W i l l i e Mi l l e r and Rufus 
Ferguson combined for 298 
yards rushing and scored t w o 
touchdowns and the Cougars 
scored their s i x t h v i c t o ry 
against a pair of losses. T h e 
v i c t o ry keeps a l ive t h i n 
hopes of a D i s t r i c t 8 A A t i t le 
should C o r a l Gables and 
J a c k s o n both lose. 

T h e v i c t o ry also avenged a 
t ie With South Dade last 
year , one of four K i l l i a r t 
standoffs. 

T h e Cougars marched 
through the Rebels for scor- • 
ing drives of 70, 79, 42 and 
80 yards . 



Rebel Flag 
Ban Ef feetive 
On Monday 

South Dade High School w i l l 
mothbal l i ts R e b e l battle f lags 
this weekend i n compliance w i t h 
a School Board-ordered ban of 
s o m e C i v i l War - connec ted 
syiuools used hy the school. 

Student leaders w e r e g iven 
word yes terday i n a meet ing 
w i t h P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d 
Crabtree . T h e student body w a s 
informed v i a the school public 
address sys tem this morning . 

Crabt ree sa id that , beginning 
Monday, no Confederate f lags 
or f lag emblems m a y be 
displayed on school property or 
at school functions. T h e R e b e l 
n i ckname and school colors 
were retained. 

P h a s i n g out of South Dade ' s 
Johhny Reb-type ' band uni forms 
must be completed by the 
beginning of the next school 
y e a r , i n September, 1969. 

F u n d s for new band uniforms 
of a non-controversial design 
w i l l be provided by the school 
system, Crabtree sa id . T h e new 
design must be completed and 
approved b y m i d - J a n u a r y i n 
order for uni forms to be ready 
by nex t September. 

S o m e t i m e next week. 
B a n d m a s t e r A l a n F e t t e r m a n is 
expected to announce details of 
the method by wh i ch the new 
uni form design w i l l be chosen. 

T h e board's ban on use of 
' D i x i e ' as a pep or fight song 
also w a s explained by the 
pr inc ipa l . T h e ban does not 
include two other 'southern' pep 
songs popular w i t h R e b e l f a n s -
" S o u t h " and " A r e Y o u F r o m 
D i x i e " . B o t h can s t i l l be used 
as pep or r a l l y tunes, he s a i d . 
" D i x i e " m a y be p layed under 
c e r t a i n conditions. 

Adminis t rators and student 
leaders are considening the 
possibility of holding contest for 
a new pep song to replace 
" D i x i e " , and for designing a 
new school f lag . 

A n d there is some thought 
that , i f a new song and f lag 
c a r r y out a new theme, , the 
student body m a y also decide 
to choose a new n ickname i n 
keeping w i t h the new theme, 
although the present R e b e l , 
n i ckname w a s not included i n 
the school board ban. 

Fo l l owing Crabtree 'o ta lk w i t h 
s t u d e n t s this morning , 
discussions and question-and-
answer sessions were to be held 
in each home room. 

T h e Monday effective date for 
the school hoard rule-out of 
Confederate flags m e a n s that 
the R e b e l - K e y West game, i n 
K e y We.st F r i d a y night, w i l l be 
the last at whi c l i s u c h f lags w i l l 
be permitted. 

T h e -school has one more 
football contest after the ban 
begins — its tradit ional T h a n k s 
g iv ing morning- contest w i t h the 
Palmetto P a n t h e r s . 



School Chairman 
B l a s t s G e r s t e i n 

V 

B y G E O R G I A M A R S H 
Herald Education Writer 

School Board C h a i r m a n 
C. T . M c C r i m m o n s a i d 
Wednesday State At torney 
R i c h a r d Gerste in led the 
Spr ing G r a n d J u r y " d o w n the 
primrose path because he 
w a s mad at the School 
B o a r d . " 

Gerste in called the charge 
unfounded. 

T h e G r a n d J u r y ' s report, 
issued Tuesday , cr i t i c ized the 
board for not immediate ly 
t a k i n g a strong position to 
solve the South Dade H i g h 
School r a c i a l controversy , 
w a i t i n g unt i l it w a s forced to 
"negotiate out of f ear . " 

T H E J U R Y also cr i t ic ized 
the school s j 'stem for select
ing top administrators f rom 
a m o n g "educators, their 
fr iends and re la t i ves . " 

M c C r i m m o n said Gerstbin 
w a s miffed at the board be
cause ear ly in h i s campaign 
for re-election as state attor
n e y he sought permiss ion to 
implement a drug invest iga 
t ion i n schools by t a l k i n g to 
students dur ing school hours 
w i t h o u t f i r s t conferr ing w i t h 
their parents . 

T H E B O A R D refused to 
give Gers te in permission to 
conduct the investigation in 
that manner . 

Sa id Gerste in : " I don't 
know w h a t he's t a l k i n g 
about. I found the S " c h o o l 
Board v e r y cooperative on 
the drug invest igation. T h e y 
felt students shouldn't bie 
taken out of c lass to be 
questioned and I agreed w i t h 
t h e m . " 

Gers te in sa id he had noth 
ing to do w i t h the G r a n d 
J u r y ' s school f indings. " T h e 
j u r y handled that indepen
dent ly . " 

H E S A I D " the language of 
the report is the j u r y ' s . I t i s 
not mine . " 

" M c C r i m m o n would ' be , 
better advised to make a 
construct ive c r i t i c i sm r a t h e r ' 
than a pol it ical one," the 
state attorney said . 

J u r y foreman M r s . Leonard 

McCrimmon 

Gerstein led the grand jury 'down 
the primrose path hecause he was mad 
at the school hoard. ' 

--Board Chairman C. T . McCrimmon 

'McCrimmon would be better ad
vised to make a constructive criticism 
rather than a political one.' 

"State Attorney Richard Gerstein 

Abess sa id the report w a s 
based on findings of the 
j u r y ' s school committee led 
by M r s . A s a Gross . 

" A S F A R as I know, Mr . 
Gerstein held no hard feel
ings toward the School 
B o a r d , " said M r s . Abess. 
" T h e report speaks for i t 
sel f . " 

M r s . Gross w a s out of 
t o w n and could not be 
reached for comment. 

T h e j u r y ' s c r i t i c i sm that 
top administrators are select

ed from among "educators, 
their friends and re la t ives , " 
w a s disputed Wednesday by 
School Supt. Dr . E d w a r d L . 
Whigham. 

" T o m y knowledge our top 
administrators are not relat 
ed," he said. " A s for friends, 
I hope I have many of them 
among school personnel . " 
N Whigham said husbands, 
w ives and friends are w o r k 
ing for the system but have 
been there a long time and 
have achieved their jobs on 

their o w n right. 
T H E J U R Y recommended 

top a d m i n i s t r a t o r s be 
screened by the School 
Board , superintendent and a n 
outside consultant rather 
than by an "educational ly-
o r i e n t e d department of 
school personnel . " 

W h i g h a m said a l l admin
istrators from the r a n k of as 
s istant superintendent on up 
are screened and hired d i 
rect ly by a committee of 
board members and himsel f . 



A F T E R CRITICISM 

5 On School Board: 
'Jnry Bypassed JJs^ 

By L O U I S E B L A N C H A R D 
Miami News Reporter 

T h e G r a n d J u r y conducted 
i ts invest igation of the Dade 
school system without inter 
v i e w i n g f ive of the seven 
School Board members, i n 
cluding the cha irman and the 
v i ce cha i rman , i t w a s discov
ered today. 
, T h e 1968 Spr ing T e r m 

G r a n d J u r y w a s jus t disband
ed after issuing a report 
w h i c h included sharp c r i t i 
c i sm of some aspects of the 
school operation. 

C h a i r m a n C. T . M c C r i m 
mon said today he did not 
ta lk to the G r a n d J u r y . 
Helene Vosloh, -vice cha i rman 

of the board, sa id she w a s 
not interv iewed . T h e G r a n d 
J u r y also bypassed Members 
A n n a B r e n n e r Meyers , 
Holmes Braddock and B i l l 
L e h m a n , a l l three said . 

T e d S l a c k , the board's only 
Republ i can me m b e r, sa id 
today he w a s interviewed by 
the G r a n d J u r y . 

Member Jack Gordon said 
he was interviewed by the 
Grand Jury's five-member 
schools committee but not by 
the full Grand Jury. 

T h e schools committee 

Continued On 4A, Col . 1 
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also interv iewed Superinten
dent E d w a r d W h i g h a m and 
A n d r e w J . Ferendino, a r c h i 
tect to the board, both sa id 
today. 

State 's A t torney R i c h a r d 
Gers te in said today he does 
not have author i ty to release 
information on how m a n y 
people the G r a n d J u r y inter 
v i e w e d about schools or w h o 
they were . 

" I did not participate in 
t h a t invest igat ion , " Gerste in 
sa id , "but the committee 
t a l k e d to m a n y witnesses 
and spent a considerable 
amount of t ime on the public 
schools. S e v e r a l members 
were extremely interested i n 
the school problems passed 
on by the previous G r a n d 
J u r y . 

Gerste in added, " A n y o n e 
w h o differs w i t h the G r a n d 
J u r y ' s opinion or w h o t h i n k s 
i t w a s not conducted in suf f i 
c ient depth has the privilege 
of m a k i n g whatever com
ment he w a n t s to m a k e . " 

Chairman McCrimmon was 
quoted in The Miami Herald 
as saying Gerstein had " l e d 
the Grand Jury down the 
primrose path because he 
was mad at the School 
B o a r d . " 

T h e board cha irman said 
today, however , that the 
comment w a s a speculation 
made i n conversation and 
w a s not meant for publ ica
t ion . " T h e H e r a l d jus t picked 
it up , " M c C r i m m o n said . 

H e w a s quoted as say ing 
Gerste in w a s angry because 
the board did not give h i m 
permission to t a l k to s t u 
dents during school hours 
wi thout f i r s t conferring w i t h 
their parents in an invest iga 
tion of drug use among teen
agers last spring. 

Gerste in said, however, " I 
have no grievance against 
the School Board . I found 
them v e r y cooperative." 

Board Member Braddock, 
who lives in South Dade, said 
he understood the Grand 
Jury had talked at length 
with Slack about the racial 
crisis at South Dade High. 
The report was sharply criti
cal of board's handling of the 
crisis. 

" O f f i c i a l l y and unof f ic ia l 
l y , " Braddock said, " I didn 't 
even k n o w they were inves
t igating the school system. I 
probably spent more t ime on 
the South Dade High situaV 
t ion than any other board 
member, and probably knew 
more about i t . M c C r i m m o n 
probably w a s second." 

T h e grand j u r y report said 
the board dealt w i t h the 
South Dade H i g h problem 
"out of fear rather than act 
ing as a strong spokesman 
for the whole system. W e 
regret this act ion . " I n the 
same section, dealing w i t h 
school policy, the G r a n d J u r y 
sa id : 

" T h e Board must sit t a l l i n 
the saddle, act as a p i l l a r — 
and voice of s trength . " 



• • « " * 
S O M E W H I T E students at 

South Dade demonstrated 
the ir dis l ike for recent School 
B o a r d decisions by w e a r i n g 
whi te gloves to school 
Wednesday. These students 
w e r e attempting to show 
Negro students the i r vers i on 
of " W h i t e P o w e r ' ' sa id a n 
informant . 

* * * 
. . T H E R E B E L emblem on 
helmets w o r n by members of 
the South Dade H i g h School 
football t e a m w i l l be removed 
as p a r t of the de-entphasis of 
C o n f e d e r a t e symbols , 
announced Athlet ic Direc tor 
Leo M a r t i n today. 

M a r t i n sa id the decal-type 
e m b l e m , depicting the 
Confederate f lag , w i l l r e m a i n 
for the K e y West contest th is 
F r i d a y night, but w i U probab
l y be removed previous to the 
finaje T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y a -
gainst Pa lmet to . 

T H A T R E P O R T that the 
, South Dade H i g h band played 

" D i x i e " repeatedly at the 
H o m e c o m i n g game last 
F r i d a y - ' t a i n ' t t r u e , s a y s 
B a n d m a s t e r A l a n F e t t e r m a n . 

: , " D l x i e w a s p layed twice -once 
to b r ing the t e a m onto the 
f ield jus t before the game, 
and again to get the band off 
the f ield at the end of the 
halft ime show, " he sa id . 
-Apparently what some people 
T H O U G H T w a s " D i x i e " w a s 
r e a l l y " A r e Y o u F r o m 
D i x e ? " - a peppy m a r c h that 
originated as a B r o a d w a y 
sliow tune around 1916. 

» * * I 

Some StiflBlffs 
Plan Walkout 

F l y e r s being c irculated at 
South Dade H i g h School this 
week urge a l l white students to 
b o y c o t t the school on 
Wednesday, Nov. 20 to protest 
the school board's ban against 
use of Confederacy- l inked songs -
and symbols to represent th 
school. 

B e a r i n g at least three 
d i f f e r e n t m e s s a g e s , 
mimeographed on p la in white 
paper, the f l yers are being 
distributed, apparently by a 
group of students. 

One i s a r e p l i c a of the 
Confederate battle f lag w h i c h 
the school board has ordered 
banned beginning Monday. I t 
r e a d s : " G o R e b s . B e a w inner . 
We urge a l l 'white students ' . 
( T h e quotes are the i rs . ) T a k e 
action. Boycott i n protest of 

school board 's actions against 
the school song, symbol , 
uniform, e t c . " 

T h e same f lyer c a r r i e s a n 
S O S - S a v e Our S y m b o l s - a h d 
asks , "Do you l ike the name 
Rebe ls , the song D i x i e , and 
f lag? Y e s . T h e n we must 
protest. How ? Don't come to 
school November 20, 1968." 

Another type queries : " C a n 
you think of a better f lag? 
Song? " and urges, " W a l k out 
Nov. 20, 1968." 

S t i l l a t h i r d , headed " T h e 
U n d e m o c r a t i c School, ' 
announces: 'White Students ' at 
South Dade H i g h to boycott 
school Nov. 20, 1968 i n protest 
of school board 's actions 
against . . . " 

P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d Crabtree is 
a w a r e of the f l y e r s a n d the 
boycott p lans , and has let 
students know i t . 

S e v e r a l t imes i n the past two 
days he has discussed i t v i a 
the school publ ic address 
s y s t e m . He has told students 
that he hopes nobody w i l l force 
h i m into a position where he 
w i l l have to take action a s 
directed by county school 
policies. 

T h e p r i n c i p a l s a i d he believes 
that a large ma jor i ty of 
students w l l refuse to go along 
w i t h the boycott. 

" I know there are a lot of 
students who are w o r k i n g to 
keep i t f rom happening , " 
Crabtree continued. 

Queried about how he would 
handle part i c ipat ing students i f 
the boycott does occur, he 
would s a y only that i t i s h i s 
custom to " m e e t situations a s 
they occur . " 

T h e r e is a possibil ity that 
C o n c e r n e d P a r e n t s 
Organization, a group of some 
500 parents also fighting the 
ban, m a y agree to order their 
chi ldren not to boycott, but to 
' let us handle i t . ' P l a n s for a 
boycott las t month fe l l through 
when ( C P O ) parents took a 
s i m i l a r s tand. 

A group of students sa id they 
believe most of the student body 
w i l l take part . Except ions , they 
sa id , might be " sen iors , 
especial ly those in l ine for 
scholarships, football p layers 
and other athletes. ' 

One boy sa id the boycotters 
m a y announce their intention to 
stay out of school unt i l the 
.school board rescinds its ban of 
Confederate symbols and e m 
blems. 



F6r Use In Homestead 

Council Vetoes Police Dogs 
B y V I R G I N I A A M E N D T 

Homestead C i t y Counci l voted 
down, 4-2, a proposal Monday 
night to buy two G e r m a n 
shepherd dogs for the police 
department . 
, B u t M a y o r W i l l i a m Dick inson 

asked C i t y Manager Olaf 
P e a r s o n to analyze the 
suggestion, and come back w i t h 
a recommendation la ter . 

Counc i lman F r e d Rhodes 
offered the motion to buy the 
two t ra ined police dogs, and i f 
necessary h i r e two pol icemen 
t ra ined i n handl ing them. H e 
proposed the dogs be used at 
parades , f a i r s , rodeos and the 
l i k e . 

" T h e l a s t parade we had w a s 
a d isgrace to the c i ty of 
Homestead and the police 
department , " sa id Rhodes — 
r e f e r r i n g to the South Dade 
H i g h School homecoming 
parade of two weeks ago, w h i c h 
w a s m a r r e d by r a c i a l incidents 
and v a n d a l i s m . 

" I th ink the c i ty would do 
w e l l to h i re two dogs f r o m the 
M i a m i police for the 
T h a n k s g i v i n g game and any 
other a c t i v i t y we have pr ior tp 
that , ' Rhodes added. 

T h e presence of dogs would 

have deterred the hoodlumism 
w h i c h broke out during the 
parade and the football game 
the following night, Rhodes 
mainta ined . 

" E v e r y b o d y ' s a f ra id of a dog 
— I a m m y s e l f , " he sa id . 

Counc i lman Char l es L o c k e 
questioned a dog's abi l i ty to 
know which person to go after , 
i f let loose i n an unruly crowd. 

M a y o r Dick inson s a i d that 
wh i l e 'psychologically, the 
appearance of a dog m a y have 
a good effect ," i t was better 
to let the police department 
determine whether the an imals 
would be of va lue in controll ing 
r o w d y i s m i n crowds. 
Counc i lman C a r l Anderson 
supported Dickinson 's v i e w . 

Ci ty Manager P e a r s o n s a i d he 
wouldn't recommend using dogs 
for c rowd control . 

" I t ' s m y opinion that t h e i r use 
instigates more trouble than i t 
s t o p s , " P e a r s o n observed. 
Po int ing out that i t ' s h a r d for 
a dog to te l l w h o m to go after 
i f he 's let loose i n a c rowd, 
P e a r s o n warned that " y o u could 
be p lac ing yourself i n a pecul iar 
legal position i f somebody got 
bitten. ' 

Po l i ce Chief E m m e t t Snider 

sa id dogs have proved useful 
in narcot ics detection, i n 
locating "peeping T o m s " or i n 
t rack ing c r ime suspects — 'but 
not for r iot contro l . " 

On a r o l l c a l l vote, only 
Rhodes and Counc i lman Stanley 
Wittkop voted for the motion 
to buy the dogs. 

R e p l y i n g to Rhodes ' c r i t i c i s m 
o f police actions when 
harassment , rock- throwing and 
general r o w d y i s m broke out 
during the homecoming parade 
and football game, M a y o r 
Dick inson commented " Y o u 
don't wade into a bunch of 12 
and 13-year-oid kids with dogs 
and b i l ly c l u b s ! " 

" I f you str ip the events of 
the other night of the 
emot ional i sm, " sa id P e a r s o n , 
" y o u f ind the phys i ca l damage 
w a s exceedingly s m a l l . " 

S e v e r a l persons were h i t by 
rocks (none w a s seriously h u r t ) , 
a number of windows were 
smashed, and there w a s general 
harassment at some points 
along the parade route. T h e 
night of the b a i l game, one m a n 
— a Negro f rom M i a m i — w a s 
arrested when he allegedly 
provoked a fight in the H a r r i s 
F i e l d park ing lot. 

P L A Y I N G O F " D i x i e " as a 
school song a lready i s being 
tested i n the F e d e r a l courts . 
T h e N A A C P has f i led a suit 
i n Jonesboro, A r k . B l a c k 
students there w a l k e d out of 
school when the song w a s 
p layed at a pep r a U y . 

* * * 

N E G R O C O M M U N I T Y 
spokesman Odell Johns w a s 
heard to wonder aloud th is 
morn ing whether the proposed 
boycott by students at South 
Dade H i g h School i s " p a r t of 
an internat ional communist 
conspiracy , p r o v o k e d by 
professional c o m m u n i s t 
ag i ta tors . " 

* * » 
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Five Rebels 'Jailed^ 
Loved Every Minute Of It 

By E A R L D E H A R T 

F i v e South Dade High students 
who spent the night in a police station 
after F r i d a y ' s game with K e y West, 
learned that some officers are nicer 
than others. 

D o n a l d Cogswell and his 
passengers, Helen Masters, Lynne 
Renegar, Diane Stewart and Dorian 
Dehart , left the game early to miss 
the traffic. A flat tire stopped them 
a few miles outside K e y West. Don 
put on the spare. A few miles further 
another flat stopped them again. 
Both tires were beyond repair . 

One hour they waited before the 
three buses c a r r y i n g the defeated 
Rebel t e a m back to H o m e s t e a d 
passed by with a police escort. -
Sometime later one of the patrol c a r s 
returned, stopped, and offered 
assistance. 

Pi l ing into the patrol c a r , the 
students and officer went in search 
of a gasoline station. They found one 
but it was closed. The officer woke 
up the attendant who said he didn't 
hav*e the right size tire. Meanwhile, 
another officer showed up to relieve 
the first one who went off on another 
police c a l l . 

He told the students the best thing 
to do was return with h i m to the 
Marathon station and telephone their 
parents. 

Since there wasn't anything 
anyone could do until morning the 
officer invited the students to remain 
overnight and fix the c a r the next 
day. The parents agreed. 

After the students returned to 
Homestead what did they and their 
parents think about the little ordeal? 

" T h e officers were fabulous, " s.-^id 
Helen Masters . 

Parents thought so, too. 
M r s . Renegar is sending a thank-

you c a r d to the Marathon police. 
* • • 

L I G N U M V I T A E K e y has one of 
the most unique concentrations of 
plant life in North A m e r i c a , says D r . 
E d w a r d Wilson of H a r v a r d , and D r . 
Thomas E i s n e r of Cornell . 

Visitors to the island are able to 
see what the K e y s were like before 
the coming of m a n , they say. The 
doctors praised the present owners 
for the way the island has been 
preserved. 

How long wi l l it last? 
* * * 

W A L T E R W I N C H E L L reported 

this incident happened the other day 
in a New Y o r k C r i m i n a l Court, with 
the same judge. 

A 70-year-old white m a n was -
charged with being a bookie and held 
in $500 bail . F o u r black men with 
cr iminal records were allowed a 
delay and released. No bail . 

Think it over. 
* * * 

A N O T H E R C O L U M N I S T says that 
people who say "What ' s so bad about 
D i x i e ? " have no understanding of 
what it means to be oppressed. The 
statement was used in context with 
his praise of D r . Henry K i n g 
Stanford, President of the University 
of Miami , who had spent a y e a r in 
Hitler 's G e r m a n y in the 1930's. What 
the doctor saw there left a strong 
imprint upon h i m and that even 
today the doctor is an outstanding 
spokesman for freedom of thought 
and expression, the writer said. 

Well, a l l I c a n say is that Hitler 
did a pretty good job of burning 
books, especially the Bible. At least 
we know that " D i x i e " is in good 
company. 

Let ' s not light any bonfires. 
* * * 

O N E O F the most learned articles 
I have ever read on school 
integration appeared in a recent 
issue of a M i a m i paper. 

J a m e s J . K i l p a t r i c k said the -
" impending departure of Hayold 
Howe I I offers an opportunity for 
reflection upon the hard row that 
reformers have to hoe . " 

Howe was disappointed after three 
" f r u s t r a t i n g " years he spent as U . 
S. Commissioner of Education. , 

How far had he gone in his desire 
to eliminate segregation from 
schools? 

" M i n i m a l , " and to a degree, 
" u n s u c c e s s f u l " was his answer. 

Ki lpatr ick believes that the 
integration law faces the same fate 
as the Prohibition Amendment. L a w s , 
were passed that couldn't be 
enforced. 

He believes integration wil l conie, 
when it, comes, by natural process. 

People wil l not be coerced. 
Readers on both sides of the 

segregation - integration fence and 
those who straddle it could benefit 
by reading Ki lpatr ick ' s opinions. It 
is recommended reading. 



Students Attend Classes 

Boycott At Soutli Dade 
Unsuccessful; 200 Aljseut 

L e s s than 100 of South Dade 
H i g h School's 1,300 students 
s tayed home today, apparently 
honoring a boycott ca l led to 
protest a School B o a r d ban of 
Confederacy- l inked symbols . 

T h e absentee ra te at the 
school averages around 106 on 
a typ i ca l day . Absences today 
t o t a l e d about 200, w i t h 
somewhat less than hal f 
attributable to the boycott. 

Most students want ing to 
protest the ban, wh i ch went into 
effect Monday, settled for 
signing a petition addressed to 
the board, outlining student 
gr ievances . I t is to be presented 
to the board this afternoon. 

Only a few heeded signs 
p o s t e d yes terday , urging 
"Boyco t t tomorrow! Report 
across street — Don't s tay 
h o m e ! ! ! " 

Ass i s tant P r i n c i p a l Char l es 
H a r r i s , on duty in the school 
p a r k i n g lot,- est imated that 
" m a y b e a dozen" students 
elected to leave instead of 
report ing to c lasses when the 
be l l r a n g . 

Students who are absent 
without v a l i d reasons w i l l be 
subject to school d i c ip l inary 
a c t i o n , P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d 
Crabt ree sa id . 

I t w a s Crabtree who pre 
dicted, l as t week when plans 
for the boycott were revea led , 
that " on ly the few hard-core 
d i s senters " were l ike ly to c a r r y 
i t out. 

The fizzle of what i t s . 
organizers had predicted would 
be a n almost schoolwide boy

cott came less than 12 hours 
after students and parents had 
been urged by Attorney R a l p h 
J o r d a n to "fol low the course of 
l a w and order " so as not to 
prejudice the action he plans 
to take to forestal l the board 
order. 

J o r d a n refused to state what 
action he i s planning on behalf 
of the Concerned P a r e n t s 
Organization, but he indicated 
that i t would involve the 
element of surpr ise . 

" I f i t f a i l s , then w e ' l l br ing 
s u i t , " he told about 400 parents 
and 125 students attending a 
C P O meeting at the Homestead 
A r m o r y last night. 

Students a l l set to boycott 
complained to parents that " y o u 
won't back u s , " and were told 
that the parent group cannot 
back actions that are contrary 
to l a w . 

T o ra i se money for l ega l 
costs, wh i ch m a y r e a c h $6 to 
$8 thousand, C P O members 
m a y be assessed $5 per person 
or $10 a f a m i l y . 

And a " P i x i e D i x i e " dance 
i s planned to add to what C P O 
director J a c k L e v y re ferred to 
as " the w a r chest . " 

Although students cannot 
c a r r y the banned Confederate 
flags on school property or at 
s c h o o l functions, " there ' s 
nothing to stop parents , " L e v y 
sa id . " A n d I th ink they ought 
to t u r n out fu l l force, c a r r y i n g 
f lags, at the Thanksg iv ing D a y 
g a m e . " 

C P O President T o m m y D o l a r 
forestalled C P O action to 
endorse the planned boycott, 
and urged parents to decide for 
themselves how to advise their 
student sons and daughters. 
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Principal Tries to 
Head Off School Boycoi 

Leaflets Protest South Dade Symbol Ban 
By G E O R G I A M A R S H 

Herald Education Writer 

Students at South Dade 
H i g h School were urged 
Monday to ignore a proposed 
b o y c o t t of the school 
Wednesday . 

T h e boycott — to protest a 
School Board ban on use of 
confederate symbols at the 
school — w a s urged i n leaf
lets left in the school cafete
r i a last w e e k . 

P R I N C I P A L H o w a r d C r a b 
tree issued the appeal to 
students to ignore the boy

cott. H e sa id it w o u l d further 
h a r m the school 's reputat ion. 

J a c k L e v y , spokesman for 
the Concerned P a r e n t s O r g a -
n.ization, w h i c h is p lanning a 
sui t seeking to enjoin the 
board from enforcing the 
policy, sa id he hopes the 
impending court action w i l l 
stop the boycott . 

However , L e v y sa id i f the 
students s t i l l fee l they must 
stage a protest he hopes they 
w i l l j u s t " s t a y home, not 
come to school and w a l k 
out ." 

" T H E Y C A N be s i ck at 

heart and take s i ck leave 
over this th ing , " L e v y sa id . 

T h e leaflets urging the 
boycott w e r e headlined " U n 
democratic School . " Some 
w e r e h a n d w r i t t e n , some 
pr inted in, i n k and some were 
carbon copies, Crabtree sa id . 
T h e y w e r e unsigned. 

T h e boycott is being urged 
for Wednesday because that 

is w h e n the Dade School 
B o a r d is to take a f ina l vote 
on a new pol icy banning any 
schools f rom us ing symbols 
w h i c h could be interpreted as 
offensive to Negroes or other 
groups. 

T H E B O A R D approved a 
resolution t w o w e e k s ago 
barr ing use of the confeder
ate symbols speci f ical ly at 

South Dade H i g h . T h e resolu
t ion took effect last F r i d a y . 

South Dade has been the 
center of r a c i a l controversy 
s ince A u g u s t w h e n i ts b la ck 
students f i r s t appeared be
fore the board and com
pla ined the . use of the con
federate f lag , song, band 
uni form and school n i ckname 
" R e b e l , " w a s offensive. 

T w o w e e k s ago, the board 
banned the confederate song 
and band uni form, curtai led 
p lay ing " D i x i e " as a pep 
song, but permitted the 
school to keep the " R e b e l " 
n i ckname . 

L E V Y S A I D the Concerned 
Parents Organizat ion w i l l f i le 
su i t seeking to enjoin the 
board from enforcing the 

pol icy. 
L e v y also said the parents 

w i l l meet tonight to vote on 
a $5 assessment to , cover 
costs of the suit . 

C R A B T R E E has been seek
ing to aver t the boycott by 
appealing to students over 
the public address system 
not to do anyth ing that 
would h a r m South Dade 's 
reputation. 

" T h e proposed court act ion 
is the best w a y to handle i t , " 
Crabtree said . 

" I ' v e told the.students that 
these things should be done 

i n an orderly manner and 
that i f they don't come to 
school I would have to fol low 
school board policy concern
ing unexcused absences." 

C R A B T R E E said he felt 
m a n y students " F e e l the 
boycott might not be the 
right w a y of doing things . " 

South Dade has about . 1 , -
300 students including 35 
Negroes. Another 90 Negroes 
who were attending South 
Dade transferred to M a y s 
during the controversy and 
have elected not to move 
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Individual 
Choices 
Are Urged 

B y B I L L B L O S S 
S t u d e n t s support ing a 

South Dade H i g h Schoo l 
boycott today fa i l ed to get a 
b lanket endorsement T u e s 
d a y f r o m the Concerned 
P a r e n t s Organ izat i on meet ing 
i n the Homestead A r m o r y . 

C P O Pres ident T o m m y 
D o l a r t o ld the students a n d 
parents t h a t i n d i v i d u a l p a r 
ents should ins t ruc t t h e i r 
ch i ldren on s t a y i n g out of 
school a n d discouraged a 
C P O vote on the b o y c o t t 

A t t o r n e y R a l p h J o r d a n w i l l 
take " a n a c t i o n " to foresta l l 
the Dade Schoo l B o a r d order 
e l iminat ing Confederate s y m 
bols a t the school . H e urged 
the students to s t a y i n school 
a n d f o l l ow the course of l a w 
a n d order. 

C c w ' f 

—Herald Photo by C. A. M I T C H E L L 

Sign Urges Students to Boycott South Dade School 
. . . 'concerne d parents' organization discussed issue 



School People 
Were Called 
I n Jury Quiz 

B y L O U I S E B L A N C H A R D 
and M O R T O N L U C O F F 

Miami News Reporters 

The chairman of the 
Spring Grand Jury 's school 
subcommittee said today the 
subcotnmittee interviewed 
dozens of witnesses connect
ed with the school system, 
many of them under oath. 

The chairman, U n a Groves, 
made the statement after a 
Miami News check of wit
nesses who testified before 
the Grand Jury as a whole 
indicated only two were 
officials of the school sys
tem. 
' Shortly before it was dis
banded early this month, the 
Grand Jury issued a report 
sharply critical of some phas
es of the operation of the 
public school system. Five of 
the seven School Board 
members, including the chair
man and the vice chairman, 
said they had not been in
terviewed by the Grand Jury, 
or by the subcommittee. on 
schools. 

" F o r more than five and a 
half months, we met three 
times a, week, " Mrs. Groves 
said. "Sometimes w e talked 
to one person for two and a 
half or three hours. Maybe 
we talked to two people at 
one meeting." 

She said she did not know 
how many the subcommittee 
interviewed. Her statement 
indicates it could be as many 
as 130. 

" M a n y of them were lower 
echelon school personnel, 
afraid for their jobs, con
cerned about the school sys
tem," Mrs. Groves said. 
" T h e y didn't know where to 
t u r n . " 

Although The Miami News 
got a list of witnesses sworn 
to testify before the full 
Grand Jury it was unable to 
get a list of those who testi
fied under oath before the 
school committee. 

The list was checked 
against a list of school sys - . ' 
t e m administrators and 
teachers in the 1967-68 , 
school year. The 1968-69 
directory has not yet been 
issued. Additional names for 
the current year would re
flect only those who have 
been with the school system j 
a very brief time. | 

The check showed the full I 
Grand Jury heard these pec- ' 

pie who could be expected to 
know something about the 
operation of the school sys
tem: 

School Board Member Ted 
Slack, the board's only Re
publican, who took office in 
February 1967. He has served 

a shorter time than any other 
board member. 

John Tyler , security assis
tant to the superintendent. 
The operation of his office 
included keeping a check on 
the racial crisis at South 
Dade High. (The G r a n d J u r y 
report included sharp criti 
cism of the School Board's 
handling of that crisis.) 

James Bassage, former 
budget director for the 
school system. He quit nearly \ 
two years ago after serving ' 
in that capacity from Nov. 1, 
1964, to Jan. 31 , 1967. (The 
report also criticized the 
school system's "manage
ment philosophy.") 

T w o other school system 
employes, both assigned to 
an individual school, gave 
testimony under oath to the 
full Grand Jury . They said 
their testimony did not deal 
wi th the school system. 

Superintendent E d w a r d 
W h i g h a m , School Board 
member Jack Gordon, and 
school architect Andrew J . 
Ferendino all appeared be
fore the school subcommit
tee. 

The Grand Jury report 
praised Dr . Whigham highly. 
It criticized the school build
ing program. 

^ ( A ) m / / / / 

I n his charge to the new 
F a l l Grand Jury constituted 
on Nov. 12, Circuit Judge 
J a m e s Lawrence K i n g 
warned the 23-member jury 
that it "cannot legally func
tion with less than the num
ber required by law to con
stitute a quorum, namely, 15 
members present, and no 
testimony can legally be 
heard by any smaller group 
or committee, nor acted upon 
by less than a vote of 12 of 
those present, as the law 
provides." 

Circuit Judge Harold B . 
Spaet, presiding judge for the 
Spring Grand Jury, said he 
believed the operation of the 
school subcommittee was 
legal. 

" T h e jury's action is ulti
mately joint action, " Judge 
Spaet said. " I t becomes il le
gal when a committee acts 
for the Grand J u r y . " 

He said it was usual for a 
G r a n d J u r y " to have some 
people look into some matter 
and then report back to the 
full Grand J u r y . " 

Judge Spaet made a dis
tinction on the basis of 
"common sense" between a 
Grand Jury report generally 
critical of some operation 
important to the community 
and a report in which a per
son is indicted. 

" I don't think due process 
applies," he said, " w h e r e the 
G r a n d J u r y is looking into 
the propriety of a general 
operation." I f a person was 
to be indicted, especially on 
a capital offense, he said, ye 
believed the full grand jury 
should hear every witness 
under oath. 

Mrs. Groves said the 
Spring Grand Jury inves
tigated so many matters " w e 
felt w e were asking a great 
deal of the full jury to hear 
each individual wi tness " who 
testified about the public 
schools. 

She declined to give the 
names of other Grand Jury 
members who served on the 
school subcommittee. Report
edly, there were five. 

" W e tried to get an honest 
appraisal of what we thought 
was going on in the schools," 
Mrs. Groves said. 
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Over Rebel Issue 

CPO Files Appeal 
With State Board 

T h e Concerned P a r e n t s 
Organization today is f i l ing an 
appeal before the State B o a r d 
of E d u c a t i o n ask ing it to 
overr ide the Dade School 
Board ' s ban of confederacy-
l inked symbols at South Dade 
H i g h School. 

Homestead Attorney R a l p h 

•Jordan, w i t h the l a w f i r m of 
Mitche l l and Mitche l l of 
Ta l lahassee as co-counsel, i s 
act ing on behalf of the C P O , 
an organization of some 500 
parents of students at South 
Dade H i g h School and the lower 
schools that feed into i t . 

J o r d a n i s ask ing the state 

SOUTH DADE HIGH 

Pupils Shunning Boycott 
Absenteeism a t S o u t h 

Dade H i g h today w a s t w o or 
three per cent higher t h a n 
n o r m a l for a ch i l ly day, a n d 
P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d Crabtree 
sa id a changed school bus 
route m a y account for a l l of 
t h a t difference. 

H e sa id he Was proud of 
his students for "deciding 

things should be done i n a n 
orderly m a n n e r . " 

Leaf le ts c i rcu lated i n the 
school in the past w e e k 
urged w h i t e pupils to boycott 
classes today i n protest 
aga inst a Dade School B o a r d 
decision to remove some of 
t h e school 's Confederate 
symbols . A comparison w i t h 
f igures for n o r m a l days ind i 
cates no more than 40 of the 
1,300 pupils could be absent 
for that reason. 

" A bus run got shifted and 
some students didn't get to 
the right bus stop," Crabtree 
said. " T h e y ' v e been dribbling 
in late. I don't know how 
many that affected, but our 
buses carry 70-80 students 
each . " 

I n ca lculat ing n o r m a l ab
senteeism, Crabtree didn't 
count the f i r s t month of 
school , w h e n there w a s " a 

lot of turmo i l , t h e second 
month w a s f a i r l y . ca lm, and 
w e averaged 9 per cent ab
sentee ism." 

T h i s morning 's cold w e a t h 
er w o u l d make i t n o r m a l for 
another t w o or three per cent 
to be absent, he sa id — per
haps 12 per cent. A c t u a l 
absenteeism today w a s 213, 
about 16 per cent, and that 
f igure w a s reached before the 
latecomers began a r r i v i n g . 

" T h e s e youngsters kept 
level heads, and they're to be 
congratulated," C r a b t r e e 
said. " T h e y didn't take ad
vantage of the situation to 
create a problem. I 'm going 
to express my opinion to 
them at the earliest oppor
tunity. " 

H e sa id he understands 
parents of some whi te pupils 
"do def initely intend to f i l e " 
a l a w s u i t , seeking to re ta in 
the Confederate symbols 
against w h i c h the school 's 
Negro students protested. • 

Crabtree sa id yes terday he 
hoped the problem could be 
settled i n the courts rather 
t h a n in the school. 

One student w a s v e r y late, 
but w i t h an interest ing ex
cuse, Crabtree sa id : 

" H i s horse got loose. H e 
w a s a f ra id i t w o u l d be lost or 
hur t , so he caught the horse 
before he came to school. A t 
h i s age, 1 suspect I ' d have 
done the same t h i n g . " 

board, to " r e s c i n d and revoke 
the action taken by the Dade 
County School B o a r d " on a l l 
counts of the ban. 

These include the Confederate 
f lag as a school symbol , the 
C i v i l War-type band uniforms 
and the song " D i x i e " used as 
a pep and r a R y tune. 

T h e county board's ban w a s 
enacted by resolution two weeks 
ago and went into effect 
Monday. 

Yes te rday , students and the 
C P O lost an appeal for 
permission to use " D i x i e " as 
a fight song at the f i n a l R e b e l 
football game of the season — 
the tradit ional c lash w i * 
Palmetto High Panthers on 
T h a n k s g i v i n g morning. 

C P O spokesman J a c k L e v y 
appeared before the board w i t h 
the plea, w h i c h the board 
unanimously denied. 

B u t i t had off ic ial praise for 
South Dade High students for 
turning their backs on , a 
proposed boycott yesterday, and 
instead " t a k i n g the o rder ly , 
c o u r s e " and objecting by 
petition. 

L e v y presented to the board 
a scro l l petition bear ing a n 
e s t i m a t e d 1,100 student 
s ignatures. S i m p l y worded, i t 
dec lared a n objection to the 

. board's action banning the 
symbols . 

A t the same board meeting, 
a policy regarding symbols w a s 
adopted on f i n a l read ing , by a 
4-3 vote, f i i l l 



J O R D A N P L E A D E D w i t h 
the students not to " a l l o w 
those people w i t h no regard 
for l a w a n d order to l ead us 
into b reak ing the l a w . I t h i n k 
y o u should s t a y i n s choo l . " 

T h e at torney re fused to 
s a y w h a t ac t ion he w i l l t a k e , 
b u t promised a n " a n s w e r i n 
60 d a y s . " H e added, " t h e 
minute I s a y w h a t ac t i on w e 
p l a n , the other s.ide w i l l t a k e 
ac t ion to counter i t . 

I n a n ef fort to s a t i s f y some 
object ions to h i s r e f u s a l I t ; 
d ivulge the ac t ion , J o r d a n 
s a i d : " I ' l l t e l l y o u w h a t I ' m 
going to do, I ' m going to t r y 
a n d surpr i se t h e m . I f i t f a i l s , 
w e w i l l b r i n g s u i t . " 

T O R A I S E money for legal 
costs w h i c h C P O director 
J a c k L e v y predicts w i l l range 
f rom $5,000 to $8,000 s e v e r a l 
fund r a i s i n g ef forts w e r e 
suggested. " W e w i l l have a 
P i x i e D i x i e D a n c e to ra i se 
money for our w a r chest , " 
L e v y to ld the c r o w d of over 
400 adul ts a n d 100 students . 
• D o l l a r sa id the C P O a n d 
students owe South Dade 
P r i n c i p a l H o w a r d Crabtree 
respect a n d aga in a s k e d p a r 
ents to ins t ruc t the i r ch i ldren 
accordingly . H e s a i d t h a t the 
C P O i s b a c k i n g the students 
i n t r y i n g to r e t a i n the 
school 's symbols . 

L E V Y S A I D t h a t students 
w i l l not be a l lowed to c a r r y 
Confederate f lags to the 
T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y footbal l 
game. " B u t there 's noth ing to 
stop the parents . 1 t h i n k the 
parents should t u r n out a n d 
c a r r y our f l ags . " 

L e v y added t h a t he w i l l 
m a k e a tape-recording of 
" D i x i e " to p l a y a t the game 
i f he can f ind a record of the 
song. 

T h e boycott remained up 
i n the a i r but some students 
are expected to s t a y f r om 
school . M a n y parents ins i s t 
t h a t t h e i r students w i l l a t 
tend c lasses today. Those 
w h o r e m a i n out of school 
w i t h o u t proper reasons w i l l 
be subject to d i s c ip l inary ac 
t ion. 

— ' — - I ' , 

They Took Their Stand 
But Dixie Still Banned 

B y G E O R G I A M A R S H 
Herald Education Writer 

South Dade H i g h School 
students lost a last d i tch 
effort Wednesday to w i n 
permission for the song " D i x 
i e " to be played at their f i n a l 
football game of the season. 

T h e plea for one more 
chance came from J a c k L e v y , 
spokesman for the whi te . 
Concerned Parents Organiza 
tion. 

L e v y said his group now 
w i l l go to court seeking an 
injunction, prohibit ing the 
School Board from enforcing 
a policy w h i c h bans any 
school from using a symbol 
' ref lect ing in a derogatory 
•nanner upon the race, r e l i 
gion or nat ional origin of 
nembers of the student 
body . . . " 

T H E P O L I C Y w a s passed 
b y the board Wednesday on 
a 4-3 vote. Aga ins t i t were 
B o a r d C h a i r m a n C . T . M c 
C r i m m o n , T e d S l a c k and 
H o l m e s Braddock . B o t h M c 
C r i m m o n a n d Braddock sa id 
the po l i cy w o u l d be hard t,o 
l ive w i t h and dif f icult to 
enforce. 

V o t i n g for the pol icy were 
M r s . A n n a Brenner Meyers , 
M r s . Helene Vos loh , J a c k 
Gordon and W i l l i a m L e h m a n . 

T h e pol icy affects a l l Dade 
schools. 

T W O W E E K S ago, by 
resolut ion, the board speci f i 
c a l l y banned the use of cone 
federate symbols a t South 
Dade H i g h , scene of a 
months long r a c i a l contro
v e r s y . 

L e v y asked that the ban 
against " D i x i e " be l i fted one 
more t ime, for the f i n a l foot
b a l l game next week . ^ 

T h e board unanimously 
turned h i m down. 

Present ing a solid front, 
the board, in Braddock ' s 
w o r d s , " f i n a l l y took a stand. 
1 don't see how w e c a n b a c k 
d o w n for one ^ m e . T h i s 
w o u l d open up the ent ire 

Jack Levy 
. . . 'ridiculous' ban 

thing again and we w o u l d 
never get it closed." 

T O S U P P O R T his request, 
L e v y pointed out that his 
group had ta lked South Dade 
students out of a proposed 
school boycott Wednesday. 

Absenteeism at the school 
w a s 205 out of 1,300 s t u 
dents, or 16 per cent. 

School off ic ials sa id the 
normal absenteeism is about 
9 per cent but blamed the 

higher rate on t h e cold 
weather and on a bus m i x - u p 
w h i c h involved about 80 
students. 

L E V Y P R E S E N T E D a pet i 
t ion signed by about 1,200 
students objecting to the 
board's act ion banning the 
confederate symbols . 

T h e board accepted the 
pet i t ion and voted to com
mend students for ignoring 
the boycott. 

L e v y sa id South Dade 's 
ban. i s " r i d i c u l o u s . " H e said 
i t affected the ordering of 
c lass r ings w h i c h t rad i t i ona l 
l y have a s m a l l confederate 
f lag on the seal and also 
affected cars parked on 
school grounds bearing con
federate f lag decals or l i 
cense plates. 

Countered M c C r i m m o n , 
" T h e big problem down there 
is w i t h the community , not 
the students. W e recommend 
y o u take th is to the courts . " 

L e v y sa id h is group is 
assessing i tsel f $5 a person, 
or $10 a f a m i l y to cover 
costs of the impending sui t . 
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SYMBOLS BANNED 

Adults Mainly At Fault 
In School Dispute 

W e reach the disturbing conclu
sion today that adults, rather than 
children, are the aggravators of the 
South Dade High School symbol 
controversy. 

A declaration of policy by the 
School Board, as recent as Wednes
day, is hardly to the liking of 
Homestead parents, mainly white, 
and they indicate they wi l l go into 
the courts because the school band 
is forbidden from playing " D i x i e " 
at football games. 

T h e white parents, who formed 
an organization during the summer 
to counter an activist Negro stu
dent group have been adamant in 
refusal to compromise on any is
sue. Instead of setting a pattern of 
human relations for their children, 
the parents are displaying the 
worst sort of bigotry before the 
young people. And to top it all , the 
parents condoned a boycott of the 
school which, fortunately, never 
quite came to pass. 

No less upsetting is the action 
by Homestead city councilman 
F r e d Rhodes, who wanted the city 
to buy police dogs to have on hand 

if crowds became disorderly at 
parades or football games at Home
stead. 

Acting like a red neck politician 
from a small Alabama town, instead 
of an urban community, Rhodes 
says "everybody's afraid of a dog. 
T h e y would have stopped the hood
lumism after t h e football game 
the other night, " referring to an 
incident of several weeks ago. 

This was too m u c h even for the 
militant mayor, Wi l l iam Dickinson, 
who said " y o u don't wade into a 
bunch of 12 and 13-year-oid kids 
with dogs and billy c lubs . " City 
manager Olaf Pearson was even 
more rational: " A dog wi l l instigate 
trouble, not prevent it . . . W e 
ought to strip these events of emo
tionalism." 

A n d Mr. Pearson is right. Emo
tionalism does hold sway because 
the parents have insisted they 
know what 's best for Junior. The 
trouble is that they don't k n o w 
what 's best for themselves or for a 
community w h i c h has a lot of 
"growing u p " to do. 
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At South IPmde High 

S t a t e A s k e d 
T o R e i n s t a t e 
Rebel Symbols 

I// 

B y B I L L B L O S S 
Homestead Bureau Chief 

T h e State Board of E d u c a 
t ion w a s petitioned F r i d a y to 
set aside the Dade County 
School Board order removing 
Confederate symbols f rom 
South Dade H i g h School. 

R a l p h Jordan , attorney for 
the Concerned Parents Orga
nizat ion, said the petition 
w a s f i led by the Tal lahassee 
l a w f i r m of Mitchel l and 
Mitche l l . T h e Homestead 
attorney said the l a w f i r m is 
in the state capitol and w i l l 

Documents Sent 

Rebel Battle 
Goes To State 

Supporting documents i n the 
Concerned Pareniils Organ iza 
tion's state- level fight t o keep 
South Dade High 's confederate 
symbols a re being submitted 
today to the F l o r i d a School 
B o a r d . 

Homestead attorney R a l p h 
J o r d a n , l ega l counsel for C P O , 
expects to f ly to Tallaha»ssee 
thig afternoon to have the 
documents i n State School 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t F l o y d 
C h r i s t i a n ' s office before i t 
closes for the weekend. 

M e a n w h i l e , C P O has 
established a post office box to 
w h i c h contributions t oward the 
l e g a l expenses of i ts fight m a y 
be m a R e d . 

Checks or money orders 
should be made out to 
Concerned P a r e n t s Organization 
and m a i l e d to B o x 203, 
Pr ince ton , F l a . , 33171, C P O 
representat ive Connie Campbe l l 
sa id . 

J o r d a n , based i n Homestead, 
ha»s engaged the Ta l lahassee 
l a w f i r m of Mi t che l l and 
Mi t che l l as co-counsel. 

Together, they a re seeking a n 
immediate appearance before 
the state school board. 

T h e f ive -member board i s 
made up of the F l o r i d a Cabinet 
— Gov . C laude K i r k , S e c r e t a r y 
of State T o m A d a m s , Attorney 
G e n e r a l E a r l F a i r c l o t h , State 
T r e a s u r e r B r o w a r d W R R a m s 
a n d State Superintendent 
C h r i s t i a n . 

J o r d a n told T h e News L e a d e r 
t o d a y that among the 
documents he is submitt ing w i l l 
be the recent G r a n d J u r y report 
w h i c h sharp ly rapped the Dade 
School B o a r d for (1) tossing the 
r a c i a l l y - connected symbols 
controversy back to the school 
l e v e l ; (2 ) assur ing students that 
the ir vote would be honored and 
then fa l l ing to honor i t ; and 
(3) "negotiating out of f ear 
r a t h e r than act ing as a strong 
spokesman for the whole 
s y s t e m . " 

handle the appeal. 
T h e petition asks reversa l 

of the Dade Board 's direct ive 
on a l l points, according to 
Jordan . T h e local board or
dered the remova l of Confed
erate flags as school s y m 
bols, banned the Confederate 
in fantry styled band u n i 
forms and prohibited the 
play ing of " D i x i e " as a 
school song. 

• " T H E L O C A L decision is 
in force unt i l changed by the 
state board, " J o r d a n said . H e 

•advised students to "adhere 
to the local board direct ive . 
Thfis is the l a w , at this point, 
and they (students) should 
abide by i t , " he said. 

T h e Dade school board 
author i ty extends only to 
students, J o r d a n said, and 
parents can not be prohibited 
f r o m t a k i n g Confederate 
flags to the T h a n k s g i v i n g 
D a y football gam,e. C P O 
leaders have asked parents to 
" c a r r y our f lags " T h u r s d a y 

.when South Dade p lays P a l 
metto H i g h School at H a r r i s 
F ie ld in Homestead. 

T h e C P O attorney said he 
is hopeful that the state 
board w i l l rule in favor of 
legal action won ' t he needed, 
the C P O and that further 
" I helieve they have the a u 
thor i ty to override the Dade 
County school hoard , " J o r 
dan said . 



Poor Timing 
• By School Board * 

There have been a lot of mistakes made by 
all those involved in the symbol controversy at 
South Dade High School. 

The Dade County School Board has made 
its share. 

In our viewpoint it made another by making 
its policy ruling effective Nov. 20, thereby 
refusing to allow the playing of " D i x i e " at the 
final football game of the season against Palmetto 
High School Thanksgiving D a y . 

I t w c ' l d 'mve been more appropriate for the 
School Board to have made its policy decision 
in regard to the symbols at the school effective 
sometime at a more distant date. 

Would it not have been more wise to have 
made the policy effective at mid-year or at the 
beginning of the 1969-70 school term? 

Some people contend delaying the decision 
would not have made it less painful but 
nevertheless the issue has dragged along al l this 
F a l l and has been extremely disruptive to school 
administration, students, c lassroom work, 
athletics and other school functions. 

This does not mean we disagree with the 
compromise decision. arr ived at hy the School 
B o a r d on the symbols issue. We believe it to 
he an honest effort to he fair to both sides. 

We simply feel the best time for policy 
decisions to be made effective is at a more 
appropriate time. The beginning of a new 
semester or a new school year would have been 
more satisfactory to all concerned and less 
disruptive. 
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School Board 
Has Mandate 

T o T h e Ed i t o r : 
T h e three new memhers of the Dade 

County School B o a r d who hegin office in 
J a n u a r y ( a fourth w a s re-elected) rep-" ' 
resent the people's choice, and the f i r s t 
t ime they have had a say since the 
teachers ' s t r ike las t Spr ing . 

Throughout the campaign the candi 
dates w e r e homharded at puhl ic gather
ings and meetings where they appeared 
w i t h the questions, " D o you favor a 
union for teachers , s t r i k i n g as a method 
of sett l ing dif ferences, e tc . " T h e puhl ic 
showed its deep concern 'over w h a t had 
Happened and w h a t could happen i n the 
future . T h e people do not w a n t w h a t hscs 
happened in N e w Y o r k to happen in 
Dade County ! I t is not t h a t people are 
ant i - teacher at a l l , but that they do not « 
w a n t the education of their young people 
used as the p a w n w i t h w h i c h to settle 
differences. 

T h e y have voiced this h y g iv ing a 
mandate to those candidates w h o oppose 
this . Y e t , the present School B o a r d , 
heedless of the people's w ishes , is r u s h 
ing before the new board s tar t s , to make 
the C T A the sole bargaining agent for 
teachers and to sign an agreement. 

Y o u m a y be interested to k n o w that 
in P ine l las C o u n t y where i t s school 
hoard w a s united on a hard l ine dur ing 
the s t r ike , they have been deluged w i t h 
applications, some 6,pOO according to an 
art i c le f rom T h e C l e a r w a t e r S u n severa l 
months ago, of teachers w a n t i n g to come 
there! 

I urge the present School B o a r d 

. " ^ 

LETTERS From Our 
Reoders 

memhers, .who are, .answerable , to the 
public, to l isten to the voice of the peo
ple for a change, and at l east - tab le this 
action on the C T A agreement • u n t i l the. 
n e w B o a r d begins in J a n u a r y , I t is the 
only th ing to do. 

E L I S E - . S . K N I - S K E R N , M i a m i 
• • • \

T o T h e E d i t o r : \'] /f '\

Reading about the S o u t h D h d e School 
controversy for the last three, months,,; 
I ' m provoked to take t ime f rom m y 
studies, and question t h e present con
cepts Of high school educatioh. T h e dom
inance of the e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r program 
.( including, football) s e e m s - w a y . o u t of. 
balance. Instead of . .pride and . good 
sportsmanship among t h e student body, . 
the act iv i t ies at South D a d e have s.tirrcd 
rancor and hatred . C e r t a i n l y the good 
name of the school has suf fered. S t u 
dents and parents a l ike should consider 
that there is the poss ih i l i ty , that ' i f th is 
fuss continues too long, t h e y ' m a y lose 
their ac t iv i t ies as w e l l as the ir symbols 
at South Dade. 

A s a mother, a" voter, and a taxpayer , 
I see nothing un fa i r in our elected school • 
hoard sett ing pol icy . Slchbql adminifetra-
tors have both the author i ty and respon
s ib i l i ty for the adminis t rat ion of policy. 
T h i s husmess o f runn ing to the courts 
for solution of t r i v i a l s o c ia l , problerhs is 
a merfe w a i v i n g of respohsihi l i ty . 'We 
shove our o w n responsibi l i t ies ' on our 
court sys tem; when ' rul ings are ' fu l l y 
reached, .the animosit ies are s t i l l unre 
l ieved and our honored j u d i c i a l sys tem 
becomes the public "scapegoat , " 

I . hope that three months f rom n o w 

the news f rom South Dade H i g h School 
w i l l ref lect construct ive and creat ive 
act iv i t ies and abil i t ies . I ' m sure the s t u 
dent body can achieve commendation 
ra ther than controversy i f they t r y . 

- J E A N B I B L O , M i a m i 
• -k -k 

T o T h e E d i t o r : 
T h a t the school board's belated ac 

t ion on South Dade H i g h School 's rac i s t 
policies w a s too l i t t le , and probably too 
late, does not matter as m u c h as w h a t 

had to happen before i t 
acted at a i l . 

One of the hang-ups 
w a s apparent ly voiced by 
hoard member G . Ho lmes 
Braddock , w h o objected 
to the hoard deciding on 
" m o r a l i ssues . " I f inact ion 
perpetrates a n i m m o r a l 
s i tuat ion , w h a t is the 
a l ternat ive? W h e r e are w e 
teachers , our students , 

and the ir parents , to t u r n for redress of 
gr ievance i h ' the schools? W o u l d M r . 
Braddock hesitate to vote against the 
schools being used for gambl ing houses 
or bars because these are matters of 
mora l i ty? I submit that he w o u l d not. 

I t is t ime for the school board to 
abandon i ts hypocr i t i ca l , mealy-mouthed 
buck-passing, and come up w i t h a c lear 
mandate to every school in this county. 
Of f i c ia l symbols w h i c h are abras ive , 
humi l iat ing , and degrading to a n y e thnic 
or r a c i a l group should he considered 
equal ly of fansive to the Board of Pub l i c 
Ins t ruc t i on , and should, under no c i r 
cumstances, be tolerated. 

J U L I E F O R S T E R , M i a m i 

B R A D D i 



"Touchdoim^^ 
H A P P I N E S S IS a winning touchdown, and these Rebel 
rooters show it by throwing restraint — and confetti — to 
the winds as their team surges ahead of Palmetto Highin 
the Thanksgiving Day classic . Gleeful lad with Confederate 

flag almost his own size was one of many who waved the 
banned banners al l through the game. (Palmetto had its 
own celebration, vvWch peaked at half-ffme. Panther Home
coming picture on Page 3.) 

—Photo by E d Oberiies 

Rebel Flags Wave Over South Dade 
Ttne to the n ickname they 've 

been allowed to re ta in by school 
board decree, R e b e l fans 
f igurat ive ly thumbed their noses 
at authority T h u r s d a y during 
the annual South Dade-Palmetto 
gridiron contest. 

I t w a s a peaceful rebell ion. 
. . . police sa id there wasn ' t a 
single incident, either i n the 
stadium or in the p a r k i n g lot. 

B u t i t was a rebell ion, 
nonetheless. 

C o n f e d e r a t e f lags, now 

banned by the Dade School 
B o a r d as a South Dade symbol , 
f luttered i n force on the Rebe ls ' 
side of H a r r i s f ield. 

A n d D i x i e , banned as a school 
sp i r i t song, b lared f rom a loud 
speaker operated by a South 
Dade parent - unt i l i ts s t ra ins 
were drowned out by a r o a r 
0 f response f rom the 
overflowing bleachers . 

T h e Rebel band, forbidden to 
play D i x i e except as part of 

a concert or hal f - t ime show w i t h 
a Southern theme, substituted 
A r e Y o u F r o m D i x i e and the 
spir i ted m a r c h . South. 

F a n s - s t u d e n t s , a lumni and 
adults-adopted the substitutions 
immediate ly , standing to c lap 
and stomp i n t ime to the m u s i c , 
as they have tradit ional ly done 
w i t h D i x i e i n the past . 

I n defiance of the board's 
Confederate f lag ru l ing , a large 
S t a r s and B a r s w a v e d boldly 
f r om the top of the big H a r r i s 
F i e l d s ign, and at least 10 more 
giant banners f luttered at the 
top of the R e b e l stands. 

P a r e n t s , a l u m n i and 
sympathizers had apparently 
heeded the urging of Concerned 
P a r e n t s Organization v i ce 
president J a c k L e v y , who told 
C P O ' s 500-plus members las t 

week that "students oan't c a r r y 
R e b e l f lags, but that shouldn't 
stop the rest of u s . " 

I n some sections of the South 
Dade bleachers , spectators were 
almost hidden by a blur of r e d 
and blue as smal l e r Confederate 
f lags - c lo th or p l a s t i c - w e r e 
w a v e d f rant i ca l l y in response to 
big R e b e l gains. 

Most of the f lags m a y have 
been c a r r i e d to the field by non-
students, but m a n y mater ia l i zed 
i n students' hands during the 
game 's exc i t ing moments. 

.School personnel and police 
work ing at the game apparently 
had not been instructed to 
c o n f i s c a t e the f l a g s - a n 
indication that dissenting board 
members were correct i n their 
observation that such a ban 
would be too difficult to enforce 
at functions off school property. 



A/A 'V*? 

Today 
By P A U L J . E G A N 

So u t h Dade High School 
supporters for the second consecutive 
year found " P a n t h e r m e a t " a palate-
pleasing Thanksgiving D a y appetizer. 

« * * 
And this time it came in the form 

of a surprising 21-6 victory over 
neighborly-rival Palmetto T h u r s d a y 
before an estimated 7,500 spectators 
at sun-drenched H a r r i s F i e l d . 

T h i s come - from - behind win 
reduced the Panthers margin to 5-4-1 
in the 10-year history of this annual 
grid relationship which y e a r l y 
c l imaxes the prep campaigns for 
both schools. 

Concerned Parents Fla 

Meeting Next Tlmrsday 
T h e Concerned P a r e n t s 

Organization of South Dade 
High School w i l l meet at 8 p.m. 
n e x t T h u r s d a y at the 
Homestead .Armory, to discuss 
plans for its D i x i e Dance and 
hear a progress report on legal 
proceedings a imed at restoring 
Confederate symbols to the high 
school. 

T h e executive board and 
dance commiUoe w i l l meet at 
7 p .m. before the general 
meeting. 

T h e dance w i l l be held Dec . 
14 f rom 9 p .m. to 1 a .m. at. 

the A r m o r y . Proceeds w i l l _ _ 
•pay for the legal action.J 
Admission w i l l be $3 a person 
or $6 a couple and att ire w i l l 
be s e m i - f o m a l . 

Attendance w i l l be l imited to 
adults only. Students plan their 
own D i x i e benefit dance for a 
different date. 

T h e C P O i s also assessing itsi 
membership $5 a person or $10' 
a fami ly for the legal fund. 
Checks m a y be mai led to Box 
203, Pr inceton, F l a . 33171. T h e y 
should be made out to C P O 
D i x i e F u n d . 

S D , under Coach Leo Martin, 
accomplished the victory by scoring 
t h r e e second half T D s and 
overcoming a 6-0 halftime deficit. 

Highlights of this "hol iday 
n a t u r a l ' ' were Palmetto 's 
Homecoming ceremonies and the 
presentation of the first annual B i l l 
Burdick Memorial trophy to the 
South Dade player who excels in this 
one part icular game. 

L o v e l y Cindy Walters was chosen 
queen and honored by Palmetto 
principal Robert Mahoney while 
Harold A r v e and Mike Gilbert were 
dual recipients of the Burdick a w a r d . 

Rebel supporters still showed their 
loyalty and love for Confederate 
insignias and symbols, as flags of 
a l l sizes were noticed, despite a 
recent School Board ruling. 

One s m a l l group of SD supporters 
kept the spirit of the South alive by 
playing " D i x i e " on a tape recorder 
before and during the game. 

Concerned Parents Not 
Really Concerned Enough 

Editor, News Leader: 

C o n c e r n e d P a r e n t s 
Organization is a good name for 
the local group According to the 
R a n d o m House dictionary, 
"concern" means to "disquiet 
or trouble." 

Anotlh«- meaning is "to be 
connected with." But many of 
them are not concerned enough 
to go to the American 
Education Week Open House at 
South Dade. 

do they seem to be 
concerned with how some one 
bom different from them might 
feel. Whether we like it or not, 
we are not all lucky enough 
to be wMte. 

Why can't we get concerned 
about things like these: whether 
our community's youtJi have 

enough places and leadership 
for play, places to study quietly, 
part time jobs for those who 
must, etc. 
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